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 Communal 
property

 Users rights 
(stop work, claim lost)

LAND USE



Markets & Trade
W. Africa  N. Africa 
 Europe & Asia

ECONOMICS

Slave Labor: 
 POW’s 
 Lowest social 

group
 Debtors 
 Not permanent 
 Freed through 

adoption, 
marriage

Desirable Resources:



RELIGION
Polytheism & 

Henotheism
o i.e. Voodoo 

Monotheism 
ISLAM 
Christianity

Ancestor 
worship



SOCIETY
Lineage rank, marriage, 

inheritance of land & power
 Kinship & extended families
 Polygamy 

matrilineal & 
patrilineal  elders 
control families

Chiefdoms &              
Kingdoms  gained 
power through                      
control of trade!  



Songhai

Kongo

Timbuktu 

Benin

Mali



 Leaders converted to 
Catholicism (Portuguese c. 1490s)

 Nobles elected weak rulers

 Weak elected chiefs

 Well known for their 
metal-work (traded)

 Islamic leadership 

 Centralized kingship 

 Sahara trade control 

 Timbuktu: trade center

 largest W. African 
kingdomSONGHAI (1460s – 1590s)

BENIN (1170s-1900s)

KONGO (1390s-1890s)






