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NO MAJOR FOUNDER

DEVELOPED 
2000-500 B.C. 

Indus & 
Aryan 

beliefs 





The Vedas 
Sanskrit hymns & rituals

UPANISHADS
WRITINGS EXPOUNDING ON Vedas

BHAGAVAD GITA
SACRED SCRIPTURES/POEMS (Arjuna & Krishna)





BRAHMAN
THE ABSOLUTE REALITY

PANTHEISM
ALL IS GOD

POLYTHEISM
MANY GODS

PANTHEON
EST. 330 MILLION DEITIES 

AVATARS
MANIFESTATIONS 

OF DEITIES











ATMAN
“THE SOUL”

DHARMA
the moral laws and 

spiritual disciplines 
that guides life.  It is 

specific to each person. 

KARMA
the total of a 

person's actions in one 
life that decide their 

fate in the next life

varnashrama-dharma
person's responsibility regarding 

class & stage of life









MOKSHA
“liberation” or 

“release” from the 
endless cycle of 

reincarnation 

SAMSARA
REBIRTH INTO NEW LIVES















DIWALI
Festival of lights. 

(Oct. or Nov)
Victory of light over 
darkness, hope over 

despair, good over evil 
















