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Minoans & 
Mycenaeans 



Minoans  
(circa 2500s B.C. – 1500s B.C.) 

Developed on the 
island of Crete  



Archaeologist Sir 

Arthur Evans named 

civilization Minoa 

after King Minos 

King Minos—

legendary king 

who owned a 

minotaur 

Theseus vs 

minotaur 

Sir Arthur 

Evans 

(1851-1941) 



Knossos, capital city of  Minoan civilization 







Minoans were relatively  

peaceful and focused 

most of  their efforts 

on trade of  goods 

Women had major role, 

especially in religion  

“Snake goddess” 



Bulls were sacred 

(“Bull leaping?”) 

Sacrificed animals, and 

sometimes people, to gods 



Mysterious End of  Minoan Civilization 
an overuse of  the land causing deforestation; invasions by foreign 

powers (possibly Mycenaeans); and volcanic activity that caused 

tsunami’s across the island of  Crete.   





Mycenaean's 
(circa 1900s B.C. – 1100s B.C.) 

Indo-European groups that 
developed on the mainland 

Greek peninsula  

Minoans 



Mycenae, capital city of  Mycenaean civilization 

Heinrich 

Schliemann  

(1822-1890) 



Brought the following 

to mainland Greece:  

 military organization 

 urban centers (cities) 

 royal dynasties(kings) 
Adopted Minoan sea 

trade and culture 



TROJAN WAR 



 Thought to have been fictional, 
archaeological evidence has been found  

The Trojan War 

War fought by 
Mycenaeans 
against city of 
Troy in 1200s 
B.C. (10 yrs)  



Mycenaeans 

Troy 











1200s B.C. 

Dorians (primitive 

Greek speaking Indo-

European peoples) 

“migrated” or “invaded” 

Mycenaean lands 
They were not advanced 

& have no writing system  



Characteristics:  

Loss of writing 

Loss of cities 

 Population decreases 

Early iron age  

DARK AGES  

400 years 

Lives in the 700s B.C. 

Famous Greek writer  

Wrote the Odyssey & The Iliad 

  Homer 



The Phoenicians 



 Existed along the eastern 

Mediterranean (3000-500s B.C.) 

 Not a nation but a collection of  

independent city-states 
 Tyre, Sidon, Byblos (main) 

 Skilled shipbuilders, seafarers, traders 



Commercial Outposts Around the Mediterranean & Beyond 

 Phoenicians set up colonies in western and central 

Mediterranean (important: CARTHAGE) 

 International sailors: Went to British Isles & possibly sailed 

around Africa 

 Led to the spreading of  people, culture, & ideas 



TRADED: 

Cloth, Dye (purple dye prized 

by kings, made from shellfish 

murex), Glass, Pottery, 

Jewelry, spices/foods 

FOR: 

Tin (Britannia), Hides, ivory, 

ostrich feathers, slaves 

(Africa), Gold, precious 

stones, and spices (India) 



Phoenician Legacy: The Alphabet 

Developed system of  writing to 

record trade deals 

 Later developed into western 

alphabet 
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