




June 1914 
Wilson 
pledges 
Neutrality 



England & 
America 
Historical & 
cultural 
connection 



German Immigrants





1,198
passengers 
and crew
128 AMERICANS























President Wilson and 
Congress created 

5,000 bureaucratic 
agencies to manage 

and win the war





National War 
Labor Board

pressured industry to improve wages, adopt 
an 8 Hr workday, and allow unions the right 

to organize and bargain collectively



SELECTION 
SERVICE ACT 
(1917) AGES 18 - 45



C. 2.8 MILLION

DRAFTED



C. 2 MILLION
VOLUNTEERED











American Expeditionary Forces 
c. 2,000,000 soldiers



C. 380,000 African Americans served in World War I, 
but were restricted to non-combat roles.





369th Infantry Regiment
“Harlem Hellfighters”

William Henry 
Johnson

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c3/Flag_of_France.svg


THOUSANDS
WORKED IN
FACTORIES

https://www2.census.gov/library/publications/1920/compendia/statab/42ed/1919-06.pdf?#

https://www2.census.gov/library/publications/1920/compendia/statab/42ed/1919-06.pdf?


C. 1,000,000 
WORKED IN
MUNITIONS 
GLOBALLY 



C. 20,000 
U.S. ARMY NURSE 

CORPS



C. 13,000 
SERVED IN THE

U.S. NAVY



19th AMENDMENT
AUG. 18, 1920



LIBERTY 
BONDS

REGULAR CITIZENS LOANED 

THE U.S. GOV. MONEY TO WIN 

THE WAR WHICH IT PROMISED 

TO PAY BACK WITH INTEREST

Sold in increments of $50-$1000

http://www.american-historama.org/1913-1928-ww1-prohibition-era/liberty-bonds.htm

GENERATED A SENSE 
OF PATRIOTISM

$17 BILLION RAISED

http://www.american-historama.org/1913-1928-ww1-prohibition-era/liberty-bonds.htm








VICTORY
GARDENS
& FRUGALITY

REGULAR 

CITIZENS 

GREW THEIR 

OWN FOOD, 

SACRIFICED 

PLEASURE, 

& DONATED 

THEIR SCRAPES











c. 300,000-500,000 moved





CHICAGO RACE RIOT
JULY – AUG. 1919

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gvoq7oWkqRg

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gvoq7oWkqRg


C. 1,000-2,000 
HOMELESS

C. 30-50 
KILLED













LABOR
AS A THREAT 
TO DEMOCRACY

DRAFT DODGERS, 

STRIKERS, SOCIALISTS, 

COMMUNISTS, & 

PARTICULAR 

IMMIGRANT GROUPS 

WERE SEEN AS 

THREATS TO 

DEMOCRACY & 

CAPITALISM 



Espionage (1917) & Sedition Act (1918)
(Espionage) Law which punished people for aiding the 
enemy or refusing military duty during World War 1

(Sedition) deemed "disloyal, profane, scurrilous, or 
abusive language" about the American form of 
government, the Constitution, the flag, or the armed 
forces as criminal and worthy of prosecution





Charles Schenck
ANTI-WAR PAMPHLET

SOCIALIST IDEAS

ARRESTED BY U.S. GOV.



SCHEKNK VS 
UNITED STATES 

1919

BIG IDEA: LIMITS OF FREE SPEECH
1. WARTIME CHANGES RULES RELATED TO FREE SPEECH 

2. “CLEAR AND PRESENT DANGER” RULE
“The most stringent protection of free speech would 

not protect a man from falsely shouting fire in a 
theater causing panic….  The question in every case 

is whether the words used are used in such 
circumstances and are of such a nature as to create a 
clear and present danger that they will bring about 
the substantive evils that Congress has a right to 
prevent.  It is a question of proximity & degree.  

When a nation is at war, many things that might be 
said in time of peace are such a hindrance to its effort 

that their utterance will not be endured so long as 
men fight, and that no Court could regard them as 

protected by any constitutional right.” OLIVER WENDEL HOLMES 
CHIEF JUSTICE OF SCOTUS



ARRESTED ON 

GROUNDS OF SEDITION 

RUNNING FOR 

PRESIDENT FROM 

PRISON in 1920

EUGENE DEBS VS 
UNITED STATES 

1919




