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McKinley Assassinated by Anarchist 

Sep 6, 1901



Leon Czolgosz
Polish Anarchist Assassin

McKinley at the Pan-American Exposition at 
the Temple of Music in Buffalo, New York





Imperial 
Presidency

3rd Party: BULL MOOSE 

1st Modern President

Military Hero 

CONSERVATIONIST

Born & raised in NY

Youngest President 
to date 

Lost mom & wife on same 
day (Feb 14, 1884)

Expeditioner, boxer, weight lifter & avid hunter

Theodore “Teddy”
Roosevelt 

26th President

Walk softly 
& carry a 
big stickSQUARE DEAL

Trust Buster
Roosevelt Corollary 

Wrote 

books 
Panama Canal 

Asthma & exercise 

1858-1919



5,083,880

7,630,457

37.6%

56.4%



“It is the duty of the 
President to act upon the 
theory that he is the 
steward of the people, 
and… to assume that he 
has the legal right to do 
whatever the needs of 
the people demand, 
unless the Constitution or 
the laws explicitly forbid 
him to do it.”

—Teddy Roosevelt 



BULLY 

PULPIT
The Presidency 

which was seen 

as a major 

platform from 

which to 

advocate ideas

“bully” is being used as an 

adjective meaning "superb" 

or "wonderful"



SQUARE DEAL
Domestic policy pledging not to favor any 
group of Americans but to be fair to all. 
Encompassed three C’s:
 Control of the corporations
 Consumer protection
 Conservation of natural resources

“When I say that I am for the square 
deal, I mean not merely that I stand 
for fair play under the present rules of 
the game, but that I stand for having 
those rules changed so as to work for 
a more substantial equality of 
opportunity and of reward for equally 
good service.” – Teddy Roosevelt 



Roosevelt had a dinner with B.T. 
Washington (1901) *first time ever*

Desire to bring in African American 
votes into the Republican fold & 
push for social equality 

CIVIL RIGHTS



Regulate huge corporations 
& break up those that do not 
comply with regulations

Trust-Busting
& Regulation

(ex: Northern Securities v. U.S. & Hepburn Act)



Northern Securities Company 
vs United States (1904)
TR brought a lawsuit against 
Railroad Monopoly.  Supreme 
Court broke up the trust & 
affirmed Fed. Gov. power to 
regulate monopolies.  (Sherman 
Anti-Trust Act 1890)  

Hepburn Act (1906)
Gave enforcement power to 
the I.C.C. to regulate shipping 
rates of railroads, ferries, 
bridge tolls, & pipelines











1902 Coal Strike
 140,000 coal miners were on 

strike for 5 months in PA.  This 
affected major cities heating 
during winter!

 Teddy arbitrated.  Threatened to 
bring in army to mine the coal.  
Forced negotiations.

 BIG DEAL: Set the precedent that 
when a strike threatened public 
welfare, the Federal government 
was expected to step in to do 
something about it



National Reclamation Act (1902)
Gave federal government the power to decide where and how 
water would be distributed out west for irrigation projects 



Roosevelt Dam, Phoenix AZ



Pure Food and Drug Act (1906) 

Stopped false advertising & 
stopped the sale of contaminated 
foods and medicines and called 
for labels to be truthful



Meat Inspection Act (1907) 

Forced meatpackers to use 
strict sanitation guidelines and 
created the program of federal 
meat inspection





Under Roosevelt Fed Gov. 
establishing 150 national forests, 
51 federal bird reserves, 4 
national game preserves, 5 
national parks, and 18 national 
monuments . 

Over 230 million acres of public 
land was created by the Fed. Gov.

American Antiquities Act (1906)

Established first general legal 
protection of cultural and 
natural resources in the U.S.

CONSERVATION















YOU MAY BE COOL

BUT YOU’LL NEVER BE TEDDY ROOSEVELT 
RIDING A BULL MOOSE COOL



















6,409,104
7,678,908

43%
51.6%



DOLLAR DIPLOMACY

Philippines
Governor of the

Conservative

Born & raised in OH

TRUST 
BUSTER

Not ambitious or politically minded

SUPREME COURT 

CHIEF JUSTICE

Law professor & Effective Judge

Delegated Responsibility

350 LBS

Conservation

Hand picked successor of Teddy Roosevelt

William Howard
TAFT

27th President

1857-1930





Bureau of Mines (1910)
Organization meant to oversee the safety, health, and environmental 
impact of mining and processing of minerals and materials.



Children’s 
Bureau (1912)
Federal organization 
focused upon child 
abuse prevention, fost
er care, and adoption



Payne-Aldrich Tariff Act (1909)
Increased tax on imported goods to “protect 
American business”
 Progressives favored lower rates (Payne & Taft)
 Conservatives favored high rates (Aldrich) 
 President Taft alienated both the progressive and the 

conservative Republicans and was mauled by the press 
(lowered rates & had corporate tax)



The Ballinger-Pinchot 
Controversy (1909)

Gifford Pinchot (Chief of Forestry)Richard Ballinger (Dep. of Interior) 

















Republican National Convention
SPLIT BETWEEN TAFT & ROOSEVELT











Democratic National Convention
Contentious Balloting (46 X)

Champ Clark
Missouri
Speaker 
of House

Woodrow Wilson
NJ Governor

W. J. Bryan









4,122,721

6,296,284

27.4%

41.8%

3,486,242

23.2%

901,551

6%





President of Princeton University

New Freedom

Governor of New Jersey 

14 Points & 

League of Nations

Born in VA to middle class family 

Calculating & intellectual

FEDERAL RESERVE

Joint Session State of the Union
WWI

Collegial 
leader 

Income TaxSuffered stroke 

as president
Woodrow
WILSON

28th President 1856-1924



NEW FREEDOM
Wilson's platform for change in which he 
attacked the Triple Wall of Privilege:
 Banks (financiers & investors)
 Tariffs (protective import tax) 
 Trusts (big monopolies)  

“The man with only a little capital 
is finding it harder and harder to 
get into the field, more and more 
impossible to compete with the bid 
fellow.  Why?  Because the laws 
of this country do not prevent the 
strong from crushing the weak.”

–Woodrow Wilson 



Underwood Act 
(1913)
Provided for the creation 
of a graduated income 
tax, first permitted in 
1913, under the newly 
ratified 16th Amendment



FEDERAL
RESERVE ACT (1913)
Established a system of 
regional banks to hold 
reserve funds for the 
nation’s commercial banks 





Ludlow Massacre (1913)
The company refused their demands and 
evicted workers from company housing.

Workers set up tents outside the company. 
The Colorado National Guard was called. 
The Guardsmen fired on the tents and 

killed twenty-six people.
Wilson sent federal troops to restore order 

and break up the strike.



Federal Trade 
Commission (1914)

Created to monitor 
businesses to prevent 
monopolies, false 
advertising, and 
dishonest labeling. 



CLAYTON
ANTI-TRUST ACT 
(1914)
Defined specific activities in 
which businesses could not 
engage. protected unions 
from being defined as 
trusts, allowing them more 
freedom to organize



Workingman’s 
Compensation Act (1916) 
Provided wages for 
temporarily disabled civil 
service employees.

Adamson Act (1916) 
Provided an eight-
hour day for railway 
workers.



19th Amendment (1920)
The right of citizens of the United States to vote 
shall not be denied or abridged by the United States 
or by any State on account of sex.




