


The Washington 

Presidency 
1789-1797  



First Inauguration  
April 30, 1789  



Washington Creates the 

Presidency  
 Civilian military leader 
 Stately class yet simplistic 
role & title “Mr. President”   
 Holding balls, speeches, 
annual addresses, & tours  



Presidential Cabinet 

Is adding cabinet 

members 

Constitutional? 



Thomas 

Jefferson     
(State) 

  

1st Cabinet 

Edmund 

Randolph     
(Attorney           

Gen.) 

  

George 

Washington 
(President) 

Henry Knox 
(War) 

John 

Adams 
(VP) 

 

Alexander  

Hamilton  
(Treasury) 



1790s 
Presidential Cabinet 

2010s 
Presidential Cabinet 



Judiciary Act of 1789 

 Creates Supreme, 3 

circuit, 13 district courts 

 State court decisions 

may be appealed to 

federal courts  

John  

Jay 
1

st
 Supreme Court  

Chief Justice 

  







Postwar  
DEBT & Tax Problems 

How do we fix this? 



TARIFFS  

National  

BANK 

Credit  

Worth 

Excise 

TAX 



To pay debts  increase debt.  The Fed. 
Gov. would take on the debts of the 
states.  Why? To gain support of 
creditors (South hated, North loved)    
*negotiation  U.S. capital in South* 

A bank would  
handle loans, issue 
paper money, and 
issue tax receipts 

Tax on the  
production &  
sale of a good  

to raise revenue  

 

Tax on imported 
goods to protect 

domestic 
manufacturing  

Credit  

Worth 

TARIFFS  
National  

BANK 

Excise 

TAX 



Leads 

to 

Excise 

TAX 
Leads to 

Whiskey  

TAX 

Western Farmers 

REBELLION 

 Appalachian settlers 
transported grain  
into whiskey  

 PA farmers        
“Whiskey Boys” 
refused payment 

 Tarred & feathered  
tax collectors 

Whiskey Rebellion   
                    1793 



Western Farmers 

REBELLION 

How should the 
government 

respond? 

Federalists 

Crush 
Them! 

Anti-
Federalists 

HELP 
THEM! 



Washington led 13,000 militia troops                
to put down the rebellion 

Why it matters? It showed the national 
government could actually enforce law 







FRENCH  
REVOLUTION 

Federalists 

Against  
Anti-

Federalists 

For Edmond 
Genêt 
French diplomat 
who smack talked 
George &                    
tried              
recruiting            
U.S. men 

I live in the midst of continual 
parties.  Old man Washington is 
jealous of my success, and of the 

enthusiasm with which the 
whole town flocks to my house” 





“The alternate domination of one faction 
over another, sharpened by the spirit of 
revenge…has [led to] the most horrid 
enormities, is itself a frightful 
despotism….  The disorders and miseries, 
which result, gradually [lead] men to seek 
security and [peace] in the absolute power 
of an individual; and sooner or later the 
chief [leader] of some [dominant] faction, 
more able or more fortunate than his 
competitors, turns this [position] to the 
purposes of his own elevation, on the 
ruins of Public Liberty.”  

― George Washington 



Jefferson & Hamilton 

Birth of Faction 



What kind of  

country should the 

United States be? 

FEDERALISTS 
DEMOCRATIC-

REPUBLICANS 
 Country based on global 

trade networks 
 Country based on 

domestic manufacturing 
 Country based on elitism 
 Country based on a strong 

central gov. 
 Supported Great Britain 

& against French Rev.  

 Country based local 
trade & commerce 

 Country based on small 
scale farming 

 Country based on 
democracy (little dude) 

 Country based on a 
strong local/state gov. 

 Supported French Rev. 



How should the  

words of  this 

document be 

understood & 

interpreted?   

Loose 
Constructionism 

Strict 
Constructionism VS 



Favor a literal interpretation 
of the Constitution (changeless) 

 

Implied powers are to be 
used only when necessary 

 

National government power 
should be restrained/limited 

 
State/local government 

power should remain strong 

Favor a broad interpretation 
of the Constitution (pliable) 

 

Implied powers should be 
used often and as needed 

 

National government power 
should grow to address the 

times and issues 
 

State power should be 
restrained and be second to 

National  

Loose 
Constructionism 

Strict 
Constructionism 

VS 



 

 

If the Constitution doesn't 
change, how does one 
deal with the need to 
expand suffrage, end 
slavery, promote civil 

rights and various social 
welfare programs not in 

the Constitution?   

 

 

If the Constitution simply 
means what the times 

mean, then how does one 
make any solid judgments 
and how can rights be said 
to be inalienable, objective, 
truths rather than made-up 

(subjective) opinion?    

 

Questions For Each to Consider 

Loose 
Constructionism 

Strict 
Constructionism 

VS 



The Adams 

Presidency 
1797-1801  





Took 12th 

Amendment 

to fix this 

hot mess 

John 

Adams 
Fed. 

Thomas 

Jefferson 
Dem-Rep. 

First Party-Based Election 1796 
Adams (Fed) elected president 

Jefferson (Dem-Rep) elected vice-president 

Resulted of sectionalism 

placing regional interests 

above nation 

South = pro Jeff. 

North/east = pro Adams 



Alien & Sedition  

Acts 1798  
 

 President could expel 

foreigners deemed 

threats to the nation 

 Residency for citizenship 

was increased from 5 to 

14 years 

 Illegal to defame or 

criticize president or gov. 





 

 (NULLIFICATION) States can                

a federal law unconstitutional  

 (States Rights) If  national gov. 

oversteps its powers, states can 

nullify (cancel out) laws  

VA & KY Resolutions1798  
 

Madison & 

Jefferson wrote 

them secretly 



  The Jefferson 

  Presidency 
1801-1809  





Hamilton  

Led 
to 

Jefferson/Burr tie 

Which was 
made 

possible by 

H of R voting in Jefferson 

Which 
led to 

Hamilton 

vs. Burr 

Duel  



Linguist  
(Italian, French, Spanish, 

Latin & Greek) 

Philosopher 

Musician  

Inventor  
Architect  

Scientist  
(Botany, Geography, Horticulture)   

Rationalists 
& Deist  



“All men are 

created equal” 

– owns slaves 

“For the common 

man” – wealthy 

landowner 

“no racial 

mixing” – Sally 

Hemings 

“no big gov.” 

– big gov. 

land grabs 
(Louisiana Purchase) 











 Plow using 'Moldboard of 
Least Resistance' 

Wheel Cipher  

Polygraph 



Empower the 
Independent Farmer 

land grants, tax deductions 

 
Reduce Gov. 
Bureaucracy 

Removed Federal workers 

 

Reduce Armed Forces 
Army cut 1/3, Navy 25 to 7 

 

Eliminate internal 
taxes & keep tariffs 

Informal dress, 
parties & protocol  

 

Reduce Federalist 
Policies & Personnel 
Replace Fed. Workers in gov. 

& army, limit the BUS 

 



Federal 

Judge 

commission 

letters 

Federalist 

Judges 
“midnight judges” 

Adams 
Led 

Election 

1800 
Feb 17 

To “stack” 
(appoint) 

Judiciary act 1801 

Federal 
Courts 

With 

Jefferson & 
Madison (March 4) 

Which 
Leads  

To 
Refuse 
sending 



1. Is what the president did 

legal? No! 

2. Can Marbury sue? Yes! 

3. Can Court mandate 

Marbury be appointed? 

No! 

 Writ of mandamus is 

unconstitutional!   

Writ of 

mandamus 
(Court can 

mandate 

Congress  

to act) 

Which  
stated 

Judiciary 
Act 
1789 

SUED & 
Appealed to  William 

Marbury 
(Judge nominee)  

Which 
led 

John Marshall 
Chief Justice of Supreme Court 



JUDICIAL 

REVIEW 

Supreme Court can 
determine the 

constitutionality 
of any law 



It is emphatically the province and duty of the 
Judicial Department to say what the law is….  So, 

if a law be in opposition to the Constitution, if both 
the law and the Constitution apply to a particular 
case, so that the Court must either decide that case 

conformably to the law, disregarding the 
Constitution, or conformably to the Constitution, 
disregarding the law, the Court must determine 
which of these conflicting rules governs the case. 

This is of the very essence of judicial duty. 

John Marshall 




