


“Oh God, it’s all over”
—Lord North, British Prime-minister upon hearing 

the surrender of Cornwallis at Yorktown, 1781 



A crude allegory of American prosperity and victory over England. Below the image an "Explanation" reads: "I America sitting on that quarter of the globe with the Flag of 
the United States displayed over her head; holding in one hand the Olive branch, inviting the ships of all nations to partake of her commerce; and in the other hand 
supporting the Cap of Liberty. II Fame proclaiming the joyful news to all the world. III Britannia weeping at the loss of the trade of America, attended with an evil genius. 
IV The British flag struck, on her strong Fortresses. V French, Spanish, Dutch &c shipping in the harbours of America. VI A view of New York wherein is exhibited the Trator
[sic] Arnold, taken with remorse for selling his [country?] and Judas like hanging himself." America is represented by a Minerva figure, seated beneath a dead tree, with a 
shield bearing a snake. The shield is ringed with another snake, the Uroborus. The American flag has thirteen stars.



“But what do we mean by the American 
Revolution? Do we mean the American 
war? The Revolution was effected before 

the war commenced. The Revolution was in 
the minds and hearts of the people; a 

change in their religious sentiments of their 
duties and obligations…. This radical 

change in the principles, opinions, 
sentiments, and affections of the people, 

was the real American Revolution.”

— John Adams, 1818 —
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Britain formally recognized the 
independence of U.S. 

U.S. borders extend from the 
Atlantic to the Mississippi & 
the Great Lakes to Florida

Great Britain promised to leave 
American soil (western forts?)

U.S. promised to return 
Loyalist property & goods

TREATY OF PARIS
JANUARY 14, 1783





“I shall constantly bear in mind that as the sword 

was the last resort for the preservation of  our 

liberties, so it ought to be the first to be laid aside 

when those liberties are firmly established.” 

—George Washington 

General George Washington Resigning His Commission (Dec. 23, 1783)





Fasces



THE COST OF LIBERTY

Human Cost
50,000 American Casualties 

20,000 British Casualties 

Financial Cost 
American Colonies: $150 million

British Empire: £250 million ($800 million)

France: 1.3 billion livres

TOTAL (today’s currency)
$2.4 billion 

https://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/natsec/RS22926.pdf

https://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/natsec/RS22926.pdf


POLITICAL 
LEGACIES



Separation of 
powers, bills of 

rights, new elected 
roles, written laws 

NEW STATE 
CONSTITUTIONS

New governing bodies 
elected by the people



White Male Suffrage 
In some states, voting was 
extended to all free adult 
white males, regardless of 
owning property or not. 

Public Opinion 
In some states, 
legislative assemblies 
& laws were opened 
to the public for 
review & debate



In some states:

 property requirements for            
holding office were lowered               
or even eliminated. 

 annual elections took place                       
for certain public offices

 unicameral legislative bodies formed

 term limits for 
elected officials 
were established 

 paper ballots             
to do away             
with voice           
voting



IDEOLOGICAL
LEGACIES



REPUBLICANISM
Definition: Government exists to promote the 

common good and is controlled by an 

autonomous, virtuous, participating citizenry.

Education

Virtue

Patriotism

Participation



AGRARIANISM
Definition: rural society is 

superior to urban society; the 

independent farmer is superior 

to the paid worker; farming is a 

way of  life that can shape the 

ideal social values.



EGALITARIANISM

The belief  in the 

equality of  all people 
Ability, effort, and virtue, NOT

wealth, social rank, or family 

defines a person’s worth 

Many states abolished 
primogeniture laws and all 
state legislatures banned 

aristocratic titles.



“The spirit of 
independence 
was converted 
into equality 
and everyone 

who bore 
arms, esteems 
himself upon a 
footing with 

his neighbors”





ECONOMIC
LEGACIES



End of Mercantilism 
No trade restrictions.  Free 
market capitalism will develop.  

End of  

Primogeniture 
No requirement of 

eldest son inheriting 
estate.  Prevents 

creation of nobility.  

Inflation & Debt
Continentals ($) worthless.                      
Owe foreign countries money.  



SOCIAL 
LEGACIES



WOMEN War Days
 Economic independence: 

ran farms, businesses, & 
oversaw domestic war 
production 

 Service: Served as nurses 
& sometimes soldiers 
(secretly) 

Molly Hays 

McCauley
“Molly Pitcher”

Deborah 

Sampson
Betsy

Ross

Nancy Morgan

Hart



WOMEN Post-War Days
 Domestic & Business: Restrictions on 

divorce, personal property, & 
running a business lessened
 Limited Suffrage: Right to vote 

gradual but not lasting. (NJ 17971807)

 Higher Education: Ability 
to gain higher education 
beyond domestic life occurs

 Feminist Movements: Fight 
for women's rights begin



BIG IDEA
Strong Families = Strong Republic

REPUBLICAN 

MOTHERHOOD
Major Points:
 Elevated the role 

of women. 
 Women are the 

special keepers of 
the nation's 
conscience 

 Women are to 
educate & uplift 
the future 
generations in 
republican ideals



Some of the first 

American female 

academies were 

founded in the 

late 1700s

Litchfield Female Academy (1792) (CT)

Salem Female Academy (1772) (NC)

Young Ladies Academy of Philadelphia (1787) (PA)



"I long to hear that you have declared 
an independency. And, by the way, in 
the new code of laws which I suppose it 
will be necessary for you to make, I 
desire you would remember the ladies 
and be more generous and favorable to 
them than your ancestors. Do not put 
such unlimited power into the hands of 
the husbands. Remember, all men 
would be tyrants if they could. If 
particular care and attention is not 
paid to the ladies, we are determined to 
foment a rebellion, and will not hold 
ourselves bound by any laws in which 
we have no voice or representation.“
—Abigail Adams, March 1776 



That your Sex are Naturally Tyrannical 
is a Truth so thoroughly established as to 
admit of no dispute, but such of you as 
wish to be happy willingly give up the 
harsh title of Master for the more tender 
and endearing one of Friend. Why then, 
not put it out of the power of the vicious 
and the Lawless to use us with cruelty 
and indignity with impunity. Men of 
Sense in all Ages abhor those customs 
which treat us only as the vassals of your 
Sex. Regard us then as Beings placed by 
providence under your protection and in 
immitation of the Supreem Being make 
use of that power only for our happiness.
—Abigail Adams, March 1776 



“As to your extraordinary code of laws, I 
cannot but laugh.

"We have been told that our 
struggle has loosened the bonds of 
government everywhere; that children 
and apprentices were disobedient; that 
schools and colleges were grown 
turbulent; that Indians slighted their 
guardians, and negroes grew insolent to 
their masters.

"But your letter was the first 
intimation that another tribe, more 
numerous and powerful than all the rest, 
were grown discontented.

"This is rather too coarse a 
compliment, but you are so saucy, I 
won't blot it out.

—John Adams, April 1776 



"Depend upon it, we know better than 
to repeal our masculine systems. 
Although they are in full force, you 
know they are little more than theory. 
We dare not exert our power in its full 
latitude. We are obliged to go fair and 
softly, and, in practice, you know we 
are the subjects.

"We have only the name of 
masters, and rather than give up this, 
which would completely subject us to 
the despotism of the petticoat, I hope 
General Washington and all our brave 
heroes would fight.”

—John Adams, April 1776 



"I cannot say that I think you are very 
generous to the ladies; for, whilst you 
are proclaiming peace and good-will to 
men, emancipating all nations, you 
insist upon retaining an absolute power 
over wives.

"But you must remember that 
arbitrary power is like most other 
things which are very hard, very liable 
to be broken; and, notwithstanding all 
your wise laws and maxims, we have it 
in our power, not only to free ourselves, 
but to subdue our masters, and without 
violence, throw both your natural and 
legal authority at our feet."

—Abigail Adams, May 1776 



"Are we deficient in reason? We can 
only reason from what we know, and if 
opportunity of acquiring knowledge 
hath been denied us, the inferiority of 
our sex cannot fairly be deduced from 
thence ... I would calmly ask, is it 
reasonable, that a candidate for 
immortality, for the joys of heaven, an 
intelligent being, who is to spend an 
eternity in contemplating the works of 
Deity, should at present be so 
degraded, as to be allowed no other 
ideas, than those suggested by the 
mechanism of a pudding, or the 
sewing [of] the seams of a garment?"
—Judith Sargent Murray, 
On the Equality of the Sexes, 1790



SLAVERY

Abolitionist – Abolish slavery 

Manumission – slave owner 
releasing slaves 

 Free Blacks – Free black pop. 
increased to 13.5% across colonies

Roughly 5,000 blacks 
fought for the 
Americans

Tens of thousands 
fought for the British



ABOLITION OF SLAVERY



ABOLITION OF SLAVERY



ABOLITION OF SLAVERY



SLAVERY
African Slave Trade 

ABOLISHED (1808)



GRADUAL             
Emancipation

Abolitionist movements 

 Slaveocracy
strengthens & grows

 Slave birth-rates increase 

NORTH

SOUTH





Former slave become 
first published female 
African American poet.
“Poems on Various Subjects, 
Religious and Moral” (1773)

Phyllis

Wheatley
(c. 1753-1784)

James 

Armistead
(c. 1748-1830)

Slave become 
warrior, military 
leader & spy

Elizabeth

Freeman
(c. 1744-1829)

First slave to file 
lawsuit to gain 
freedom (1781)

http://www.history.org/history/teaching/enewsletter/volume5/images/reference_sheet.pdf

http://www.history.org/history/teaching/enewsletter/volume5/images/reference_sheet.pdf


Change BUT

Gradually



RELIGION

Before the War
Prior to 1776 few states (RI, NJ, PA, and 

DE) promoted full religious freedom.
Other states supported a central        

church to which they gave                
government funds for operation.

After the War
Few if any state funded 

centralized churches           
(ex: Anglican Church)

State statues developed          
to protect & promote 
religious freedom (ex: VA) 



Virginia  
Statute for 
Religious 
Freedom 
(1786)



Almighty God hath created the mind free [therefore] all attempts to influence it by 
temporal punishments…[or] civil incapacitations tend only to beget habits of 

hypocrisy and meanness, and therefore are a departure from the plan of the holy 
author of our religion, who being Lord, both of body and mind [has chosen] not to 

propagate it by coercions on either, as was in his Almighty power to 
do….[Therefore] [be] it enacted by General Assembly that no man shall be 
compelled to frequent or support any religious worship, place, or ministry 

whatsoever, nor shall be enforced, restrained, molested, or burthened in his body or 
goods, nor shall otherwise suffer on account of his religious opinions or belief, but 

that all men shall be free to profess, and by argument to maintain, their opinions in 
matters of Religion, and that the same shall in no wise diminish, enlarge or affect 
their civil capacities. And though we well know that this Assembly elected by the 
people for the ordinary purposes of Legislation only, have no power to restrain the 
acts of succeeding Assemblies constituted with powers equal to our own, and that 
therefore to declare this act irrevocable would be of no effect in law; yet we are free 

to declare, and do declare that the rights hereby asserted, are of the natural rights of 
mankind, and that if any act shall be hereafter passed to repeal the present or to 

narrow its operation, such act will be an infringement of natural right

Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom (1786)



INDIANS Vast majority sided with the 
British during the war
(to protect their western lands)

 Eastern tribes weakened & 
broken from the fighting          
(i.e. Iroquois) 

We not given a seat at         
the negotiations in Paris 

 Progressively lost 
eastern lands  
& forced to 
move further 
west







GLOBAL 
LEGACIES



INTERNATIONAL IMPACT OF 
AMERICA’S REVOLUTION

(1780’s – 1820’s) Explosion of Democratic 
Revolutions as a result of the American 
Revolution’s success 
(1784 – 1795) Netherlands Revolution 
(1789-1790) Belgium Revolution
(1789-1799) French Revolution 
(1791-1804) Haitian Revolution 
(1791 & 1794) Polish Revolutions
(1796 – 1799) Italian Revolutions
(1798) Irish Revolution 
(1798-1803) Helvetic Revolution
(1800 – 1820’s) Latin American Revolutions 

Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay, Peru, Chile, Bolivia , Mexico





http://www.mapsofwar.com/images/Democracy.swf

http://www.mapsofwar.com/images/Democracy.swf





