
ISRAEL
Origins, Exodus, Settlement, 

Monarchy & Dispersal

2000 B.C. – 500 B.C.



 Developed around 2000s 

B.C., lasted as an 

independent kingdom 

until the 500s B.C.



Geographically it connects the 
continents of Africa and Asia.

(importance for transportation & trade) 

AFRICA

ASIA



AFRICA

EUROPE

ASIA

It is a mixing pot of the 
Middle Eastern, Asiatic 
and European cultures



Consider
During its long history, Jerusalem 

has been destroyed twice, 
besieged 23 times, attacked 52 

times, and captured and 
recaptured 44 times



It is the central focal 
point for worlds three 
largest monotheistic 
religions: Judaism, 

Christianity and Islam
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Northern Shore of Israel



Judean Mountains



Mount Tabor 



Jordan River Valley



Sea of Galilee



Dead Sea





Mount Gilboa



Yatir Forest



Valley of Armageddon



Jerusalem





The Patriarchs
(c. 2100s – 1800s B.C.)



Almost sacrificed

“Chosen” son over 
Ishmael 

Made covenant 
(agreement) with 

God (Yahweh)
*birth of 

monotheism*

Abraham Isaac

Renamed “Israel”
12 sons = 12 tribes

Moved tribe to 
live in Egypt

Jacob



Canaan 
Ur of the 

Chaldeans

Egypt

Haran

“Promised 
Land” Established covenant (agreement, 

pact, promise) with YHWH (God) 
for he and his descendants to 
inherit the “Promised Land”

Citizen of Ur of 
the Chaldeans

Known as “Father of Israel”

Abram to Abraham
Journey to Monotheism 



Hagar Abraham

Ishmael Isaac

Sarah

RebeccaForeign 

Woman



Isaac

Had two sons: Esau 
& Jacob who would 

build their own clans

The “chosen” son of 
Abraham over Ishmael

Almost sacrificed 
by his father



Hagar Abraham

Ishmael Isaac

12 Sons (Tribes)

Sarah

RebeccaForeign 

Woman

Jacob (Israel)Esau



Moved clan/herds 
into Egypt during a 
famine in Canaan

Jacob

Had 12 
sons, that 
became 

the 
Twelve 

Tribes of 
Israel

Name was changed 
to “Israel” by God

Descendants = “Israelites”



Hagar Abraham

Ishmael Isaac

12 Sons (Tribes)

Sarah

RebeccaForeign 

Woman

Jacob (Israel)Esau

12 Sons (Tribes) of  Israel

Modern Day Arab Peoples Modern Day Israeli Peoples

Leah, Rachel, 

Zilpah, Bilhah



Israelite migration was 

probably connected to 

Hyksos invasions in Egypt 

(c. 1800s B.C. – 1700s 

B.C.)



Moses & The Exodus
(c. 1400s B.C.)



EXODUS
 Most important event in 

Israel's history.  
 This time is the shaping of 

their social and religious 
systems & identity

Moses
 The greatest                   

prophet
 Led Israel out of Egypt
 The 10 Commandments
 Wrote the Torah                

(1st five books of the 
Christian Bible) 



Nile Delta
Canaan 

The Exodus
Major Events

10 Plagues 

of Egypt



Nile Delta
Canaan 

The Exodus
Major Events



Red Sea Crossing

Nile Delta
Canaan 

The Exodus
Major Events



Wilderness 

Wandering

Nile Delta
Canaan 

The Exodus
Major Events



Mount Sinai 

Mount Sinai Event

Nile Delta
Canaan 

The Exodus
Major Events



Mount Sinai 

Religious, Social & Political 

Development

(The Tabernacle is established)

Nile Delta
Canaan 

The Exodus
Major Events



Mount Sinai 

Spies of Canaan

Nile Delta
Canaan 

The Exodus
Major Events



Battle of Jericho

JerichoNile Delta
Canaan 

The Exodus
Major Events



Mount 
Sinai 

JerichoNile Delta
Canaan 

The Exodus
Possible Path of the 

Israelites 



Merneptah Stele 
(1200s B.C.) 

Victory stele that 

mentions ancient Israel 

for the first time in 

recorded history outside 

the biblical text

Tell El-Dab'a
Palestinian fashion dated to 

Exodus times (1400s) and shows 

work on palace stopped suddenly 

during that time 

Ipuwer Papyrus (1400s B.C.) 
Egyptian papyrus mentions plagues, 

death, loss of  population in Egypt



IPUWER PAPYRUS - LEIDEN 344 TORAH - EXODUS 

2:5-6 Plague is throughout the land. Blood is everywhere. 2:10 
The river is blood. 
2:10 Men shrink from tasting - human beings, and thirst after 
water 
3:10-13 That is our water! That is our happiness! What shall we 
do in respect thereof? All is ruin. 

7:20 …all the waters of the river were turned to blood. 7:21 
...there was blood thoughout all the land of Egypt …and the river 
stank. 
7:24 And all the Egyptians dug around the river for water to 
drink; for they could not drink of the water of the river. 

2:10 Forsooth, gates, columns and walls are consumed by fire. 
10:3-6 Lower Egypt weeps... The entire palace is without its 
revenues. To it belong [by right] wheat and barley, geese and fish 
6:3 Forsooth, grain has perished on every side. 
5:12 Forsooth, that has perished which was yesterday seen. The 
land is left over to its weariness like the cutting of flax. 

9:23-24 ...and the fire ran along the ground... there was hail, and 
fire mingled with the hail, very grievous. 9:25 ...and the hail 
smote every herb of the field, and broke every tree of the field. 
9:31-32 ...and the flax and the barley was smitten; for the barley 
was in season, and flax was ripe. 
But the wheat and the rye were not smitten; for they were not 
grown up. 
10:15 ...there remained no green things in the trees, or in the herbs 
of the fields, through all the land of Egypt. 

5:5 All animals, their hearts weep. Cattle moan... 9:2-3 Behold, 
cattle are left to stray, and there is none to gather them together. 

9:3 ...the hand of the Lord is upon thy cattle which is in the field... 
and there shall be a very grievous sickness. 9:19 ...gather thy 
cattle, and all that thou hast in the field... 
9:21 And he that did not fear the word of the Lord left his 
servants and cattle in the field. 

9:11 The land is without light 10:22 And there was a thick darkness in all the land of Egypt. 

4:3 (5:6) Forsooth, the children of princes are dashed against the 
walls. 6:12 Forsooth, the children of princes are cast out in the 
streets. 
6:3 The prison is ruined. 
2:13 He who places his brother in the ground is everywhere. 
3:14 It is groaning throughout the land, mingled with 
lamentations 

12:29 And it came to pass, that at midnight the Lord smote all the 
firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh that 
sat on his throne to the firstborn of the captive that was in the 
prison. 12:30 ...there was not a house where there was not one 
dead. 
12:30 ...there was a great cry in Egypt. 

7:1 Behold, the fire has mounted up on high. Its burning goes forth 
against the enemies of the land. 

13:21 ... by day in a pillar of cloud, to lead them the way; and by 
night in a pillar of fire, to give them light; to go by day and night. 

3:2 Gold and lapis lazuli, silver and malachite, carnelian and 
bronze... are fastened on the neck of female slaves. 

12:35-36 ...and they requested from the Egyptians, silver and gold 
articles and clothing. And God made the Egyptians favour them 
and they granted their request. [The Israelites] thus drained Egypt 
of its wealth. 



Torah
The collection of  

teachings that Moses 

received from God.  

First 5 books of  Bible

The Ten Commandments
I. You shall have no other gods before Me.
II. You shall not make idols.
III. You shall not take the name of the LORD 

your God in vain.
IV. Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.
V. Honor your father and your mother.
VI. You shall not murder.
VII. You shall not commit adultery.
VIII.You shall not steal.
IX. You shall not bear false witness against 

your neighbor.
X. You shall not covet.





The Ten Commandments 
and many other biblical 

standards helped shape the 
moral principles and legal 

systems of many nations in 
human history



Period of The Judges
(c. 1400s – 1000s B.C.)



Towards the end of 
The Exodus, and 

after Moses’ death, 
Joshua led the 
Israelites into 

various conquests 
against the 

Canaanite tribes







After Joshua political and 
military leaders called Judges 

ruled the tribes of Israel.  

The Judges settled legal issues, led 
troops into battle, and even spoke 

prophetically to the people.
Ex: SAMSON

(strong guy)

Ex: DEBORAH
(female Judge)



The Monarchy Period
(c. 1050s – 970s B.C.)



After the Judges the 
Israeli people wanted 

to establish a 
monarchy system 

form of government.



 First king of 
Israel

 United 12 tribes
 Killed himself 

in battle

Saul

 Killed Goliath
 Made Jerusalem 

the capitol
 Wrote psalms 

(songs & poetry)

David

 Built Temple in 
Jerusalem

 Made Israel 
extremely 
wealthy

Solomon





http://www.swartzentrover.com/cotor/bible/Bible/Bible%20Atlas/054.jpg
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Ark of the 
Covenant



Divided Kingdom Period
(c. 970s – 600s B.C.)



After Solomon’s 

death the 

Kingdom of  

Israel fell apart 

into two separate 

kingdoms.    



Kingdom of Israel
Ten northern tribes

Capitol: Samaria

Kingdom of Judah
Two southern tribes

Capitol: Jerusalem



 722 B.C. Israel 
conquered by Assyria
 Racial mixing
Created Samaritans

 586 B.C. 
Judah conquered
by Babylon
 Temple destroyed



Exile & Foreign Control
(c. 500s B.C.  Forward)



Jewish Diaspora
Dispersal of Jews.  Jews living outside Israel.

BABYLONIAN 
EXILE

70 year period 
where Jews lived 

in Babylon.  

Nebuchadnezzar



Assyrian EMPIRE
(900s B.C.)



Babylonian EMPIRE
(600s B.C.)



PERSIAN EMPIRE
(500s B.C.)



Macedonian EMPIRE
(300s B.C.)



ROMAN EMPIRE
(60s B.C. – 300s A.D.)

Jerusalem & Temple 
destroyed 70 A.D.






