
Chronology & Periodization

World Studies



CHRONOLOGY
The arrangement of 

events or dates in the 
order they occurred. 

(It is tide to CAUSE & EFFECT) 

PERIODIZATION
The categorizing of the past 
into distinct chunks of time 

that hold similar overarching 
characteristics.

(It is tide to MEANING & 
REFERENCE) 



CHRONOLOGY: Shows us order, relations, 
& progression over time



PERIODIZATION: Helps us place ourselves 
in reference to events & their significance.  
BUT it can be controversial because it deals 
with what the periods of time mean and 
what their importance is.   

EXAMPLES of controversies :

The Age of  

Enlightenment

The Age of  

Discovery 

Does this mean other periods 
of time and people were not 
enlightened or intelligent?  

Does this mean no one before 
this period of time ever 
discovered anything?  



How do we 
organizepast time?



Measurements of Time
365 days = 1 year

10 years = a decade 
100 years = a century 

1,000 years = a millennium

Titles of Time
Epoch = Age = Era = Period

All meaning a particular 
historical period of time



Historical Time Periods 

Historical TimeAncient Era
4,500 B.C. ð500 A.D.

Early Modern 1500 ð1750

Medieval Era
500 A.D. ð1500 A.D.

Contemporary 1914 ðPresent

Mid Modern 1750 ð1914 

Early Ancient 4,500 B.C. ð700 A.D.

Classical Age 700 B.C. ð600 A.D.

Early Middle 500 ð1000

High Middle 1000 ð1300

Late Middle 1300 ð1500

Pre-History Before 4,500 A.D.

Post-Modern Era ???

Modern Era
1500 A.D. - Today



How do we get the 
correct dates for things ?
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REMEMBER
Whenever you have a 
specific year & need 
the century always 

add (+) 1 to the whole 
number of the year!
Same for A.D. or B.C.!  

Getting A.D. & B.C. Dating Correct

EXAMPLES
Year 1756 A.D. = 18th Century 

Year 1366 B.C. = 14th Century 

Year 825 A.D. = 9th Century 

Year 1136 B.C. = 12th Century 
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When trying to determine how long ago 
something was OR the length of time something 

was REMEMBER THESE FORMULAS:

Getting A.D. & B.C. Dating Correct

How long did the 

Achaemenid

Empire exist if  it 

lasted from 550 B.C. 

to 330 B.C.?  

550 ð330 = 220 yrs

How long ago was it 

from today since the 

founding of  the 

Roman Republic 

in 509 B.C.?

2016 ð1492 = 524 yrs

How long ago from 

today was 

Columbusõ 

discovery of  

America in 1492?

B.C. ðB.C. B.C. + A.D.A.D. ðA.D.

2016 + 509 = 2525 yrs



How do we actually 
date historical things ?


