Geography & Migrations
Name:___________________________

Bantu & Indo-Europeans
(Map/Geo. Activity)

35pts

Period: _________

Human migration usually takes thousands of years and can be caused by a variety of factors. One of those factors is environmental
change, and it occurred on a large scale on the African continent. The change centered on the northern section of Africa, where the
present-day Sahara Desert is located. Before 10,000 B.C., the Sahara region received abundant rainfall, from ten to fifty times as much as
it does today. As a result, many groups of people once inhabited this lush and fertile section of Africa. Then, between 10,000 and 7000
B.C., temperatures rose and rainfall became less frequent, leading to desertification, a drying of the soil. Around 3000 B.C., much of
northern Africa became the Sahara Desert.
As the desert slowly expanded, groups of people began to move south toward grassy savannas and north to the Mediterranean
fringe, regions that could support human and animal life. This movement sparked a whole set of changes. As people moved, so did
their ideas and technology. Iron-making capability, agricultural techniques, and other new ideas rapidly spread across the continent.
This climatic change was also a major factor in the Bantu migrations. The same environmental conditions that began this process are still
occurring today. The Sahara desert continues to expand southward, causing many problems in central Africa.

1. Where was the African rainfall centered
around 10,000–7000 B.C. in the month of July?
_________________________________________
2. Where is the rainfall centered since 7000 B.C.
in the month of January?
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
3. On which two rainfall maps are the areas of
rainfall nearly equal?
_________________________________________
4. How many miles farther south does rainfall
extend in January, 7000 B.C.–present as
compared to January, 10,000–7000 B.C.?
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
5. In which month did more rain fall during
10,000–7000 B.C.? 7000 B.C.–present?
_________________________________________

6. Why did people migrate toward the areas of rainfall? _______________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. How does migrating affect the development of technology and ideas in the world?______________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Directions: Use the reference maps off the weebly or do internet searches to fill out the following features dealing with Indo-European migrations.




Water Features: Caspian Sea, Black Sea, Mediterranean Sea, Persian Gulf, Red Sea, Indian Ocean, (Rivers: Tigris, Euphrates, Indus, Ganges, Nile, Danube, Volga)
Land Features: (Mountains: Urals, Hindu Kush, Zagros, Himalayas, Tibetan Plateau)
Human Features: (Indo-European Migration: Write in, shade in and make arrows of the migration paths the Indo-Europeans took – label Core/Origin of Indo-Europeans,
Hittites, Aryans, Greeks, Slavs, Balts, Celts, Germans, Italics, & Hyksos)
(Cities: Plot the following cities: Mycenea, Knossos, Memphis, Thebes, Hattusas, Babylon, Nineveh, Ashur, Susa, Mohenjo-Daro, Harappa)

