




“That coarseness and strength 
combined with acuteness and 
inquisitiveness; that practical, 
inventive turn of  mind, quick to 
find expedients; that masterful 
grasp of  material things, lacking 
in the artistic but powerful to 
effect great ends; that restless, 
nervous energy; that dominant 
individualism, working for 
good and evil, and withal that 
buoyancy and exuberance which 
comes with freedom - these are 
the traits of  the frontier.”
– Frederick Jackson Turner

The Frontier in American History (1893)



The West or Frontier 
is as much an idea as 
it is a physical place

Individualism
Opportunity 

New Beginnings
Independence & Freedom



160 Acre of land 
to anyone who 
would live on it 
for 5 years

Homestead Act 1862





African American 

families left the South 

and went West

“EXODUSTERS”





Federal lands 
sold to create 
colleges 
dedicated 
primarily to 
the study of 

Morrill Land Grant

Act 1862

agriculture,

Mechanical 

arts, &

Military 

tactics.





March 1863
Lincoln met with 14 

western chiefs at the 

White House to urge peace





COMANCHE
 “Lords of the South Plains”
 Nomadic Hunters of Buffalo 
 Trade through stealing cattle 

& people in New Mexico 
 Tensions over raiding & trade



Grant’s 
Peace Policy 

1869-1877

Peace initiative with 

western tribes by 

creating reservations 

where Native’s could 

maintain their 

traditional ways

Army simply 

ignored the 

policy!

Ulysses S.

Grant
18th President

William Tecumseh 

SHERMAN
Commander of  Western U.S. Forces 



“The building of  railroads, and the access thereby 
given to all the agricultural and mineral regions of  

the country, is rapidly bringing civilized settlements 
into contact with all the tribes of  Indians. No matter 

what ought to be the relations between such 
settlements and the aborigines, the fact is they do 

not harmonize well, and one or the other has to give 
way in the end. A system which looks to the 

extinction of  a race is too horrible for a nation to 
adopt without entailing upon itself  the wrath 

of  all Christendom and engendering in the 
citizen a disregard for human life and 

the rights of  others, dangerous to 
society. I see no substitute for such 

a system, except in placing all the 
Indians on large reservations, 

as rapidly as it can be done, and 
giving them absolute protection 

there. As soon as they are fitted for 
it they should be induced to take 

their lands in severalty and to set up 
Territorial governments for their 

own protection” 

Ulysses S. 
GRANT

State of  the Union Address (1869)



Ely S. 
PARKER

First Native 
American 
Commissioner 
of  Indian Affairs



William Tecumseh 

SHERMAN
Commander of  

Western U.S. Forces 

“Hostilities between 
the races will continue 
till the Indians are all 

killed or taken to a 
Country where they 

can be watched.”



DAWES
ACT 1887
Reservations were 

broken up and tribal 

lands were distributed to 

individual Indian families.

 Indians were pushed to 
become farmers

 Could become citizens

Grover

Cleveland
22nd President

Surplus land 
given to white 
settlers 













ASSIMILATION









Carlisle Indian School (PA), 1879-1918



Pacific Railroad Act 1862
Government subsidies for corporations 

constructing railroads.  1st time Gov. 
gave money to private company 



Railroads 
• Made mobility possible 
• Made profit possible
• Made industrialization possible 
• Made connection possible 
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Promontory Point, UT
(May 10, 1869)

Union Pacific & 
Central Pacific Meet



“The Day of 

Two Noons”

Everyone readjusted 
their clocks to one of 
the 4 time-zones 
established by the 
Railroad scheduling 

November 18, 1883
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1840 – c. 60 million
1890 – c. -100



Yellowstone National Park
2 million acres given in 1872



The Plains Wars
1860s – 1890s 





GOLD & SILVER RUSHES 
SPARK CONFLICTS



Massacre of 
Sandy Creek (CO)

1864

Colorado militia attacked 
Cheyenne settlement killing 
over 100.  This sparked 
warfare in the region.

Nov. 29th

Colonel John

Chivington
Chief  Black 

Kettle 



Fetterman

Massacre 
1866

Sioux warriors ambushed US forces 
in Wyoming killing 80+ soldiers.  

Dec. 21st

RED

CLOUD

Captain William 

Fetterman



BATTLE OF LITTLE BIGHORN
“Custer’s Last Stand” over 210 U.S. troops wiped out by Sioux forces (MT)

June 25-26 1876

Gen. George Armstrong 

CUSTER

Sitting 

BULL



Geronimo’s War
Off and on between 1882-1887

Various raids and 
clashes between the 
Apache’s vs. U.S. 
forces & local militias 
across the South West



The Ghost Dance
Spiritual movement or awakening 
among Souix that taught that a 
return to the “old ways” would 
remove the whites from the land.  

Wovoka
Paiute spiritual leader 
who founded the 
Ghost Dance

1880s –
1890s



Massacre of 
Wounded Knee

1890

Final clash between federal 
troops and the Sioux. (roughly 

150-300 Natives killed)

Final end to Western Native 
American resistance 

Dec. 29th



Myths & Realities

Of the West



COWBOYS
Cattlemen from 
diverse backgrounds 
hired to drive 
longhorns from 
grazing to rail-lines 
to fuel beef industry







BARB WIRE

Joseph 

Glidden

Brought an end to the Cattle Drive
& the breakup of large ranches

Invented c. 1874





OUTLAWS

DODGE CITY PEACE Commission 

Jesse 

James

Billy “the Kid”

William
Bonney



“Buffalo Bill”

CODY




