
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

President Jackson proudly announced to Congress in 1830 that the “benevolent 
policy of the government . . . in relation to the removal of the Indians beyond the 

white settlements is approaching to a conclusion.” To the Indians being 
removed, the policy did not appear benevolent. In 1836, Congress ratified the 
Treaty of New Echota, which provided that the Cherokees would relinquish all 

claims to land east of the Mississippi in return for land west of the Mississippi, a 
large cash payment, and help moving to their new homes. The treaty bitterly 

divided the Cherokees. The largest group, led by the principal chief, John Ross, 
opposed the treaty and insisted that the Cherokees not give up their lands. A 

minority group, led by Elias Boudinot, signed the treaty and urged other 
Cherokees to accept its terms. The following selections from the letters of Ross 

and Boudinot reveal the clashing assessments among Cherokees about the 
threats they confronted and how best to respond to them.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. For Ross, what did the formula endure and restrain suggest the Cherokees 
should do? In what sense did Ross believe disputation was a weapon? 

2. What was Ross’s view of the “principles of white men”? How did they 
differ from the principles of Cherokees? 

3. According to Boudinot , why was removal the only course left? Why was 
the moral specify of the Cherokees an inducement for removal? 

4. According to Boudinot, what would be the result of following Ross’s plan 
and not leaving ancestral lands to the East? 

5. How did Ross and Boudinot differ in their views of whites and of state and 
federal government?  How did they differ in their views of Cherokees?  
What did each see as the most important sources of security and safety?  


