
RIGHTEOUS FIRE

Eyre Crowe (1824–1910), After the Sale: Slaves Going South from Richmond, 1853



EARLY ANTI-SLAVERY

LATER ANTI-SLAVERY

GRADUALISM – MANUMISSION – RE-COLONIZATION  – LEGISLATING

IMMEDIATISM – ABOLITION – NATURALIZATION – CRUSADING



An Act for the 
Gradual Abolition 

of Slavery

1780

prohibited further slave 
importations to pa

Required slave 
registration

Pushed manumission 

Future slaves 
are born free 
into the state 

first act abolishing slavery in 
the course of human history 

to be adopted by a democracy
http://www.phmc.state.pa.us/portal/communities/documents/1776-1865/abolition-slavery.html

http://www.phmc.state.pa.us/portal/communities/documents/1776-1865/abolition-slavery.html


Pennsylvania
Abolition Society

1775 & 1784

ORGANIZED BY 
MOSTLY QUAKERS 
& FREE BLACKS

FOCUSED ON GRADUAL 
EMANCIPATION & 
EDUCATION FOR 
FORMER SLAVES

https://archive.org/details/constitutionofpe1788penn/page/n1/mode/2up

https://archive.org/details/constitutionofpe1788penn/page/n1/mode/2up


colonization
& Expatriation  

“back to Africa”

HENRY GARNET

John Seh David, The American Colonization Society: And the Founding of the First African Republic. United Kingdom: iUniverse, 2014.

JOHN RANDOLPH

HENRY CLAYMARTIN DELANEY 

THOMAS JEFFERSON

NOTABLE SUPPORTERS

http://www.inmotionaame.org/migrations/topic.cfm?migration=4&topic=2&tab=image

A GOAL: SAVE BLACKS FROM RACISM & OPPRESSION

B GOAL: END TENSIONS IN U.S.A. ABOUT EMANCIPATION

C GOAL: CIVILIZE & CHRISTIANIZE AFRICA

D TENSION: COLONIZATION VS. EMIGRATION??? 

RACISM VS. LIBERTY???

http://www.inmotionaame.org/migrations/topic.cfm?migration=4&topic=2&tab=image


American 
COLONIZATION 

Society
1816

By 1867 about 13,000 
blacks had migrated 

to Liberia, Africa
Waters, Robert Anthony. Historical Dictionary of United States-Africa Relations. Ukraine: Scarecrow Press, 2009.



Why gradualism?
logistics

WHAT TO DO WITH 

MASS FREEDMEN? 

LEGALITY

STATE OR FEDERAL LEVEL?

WHAT OF REIMBURSEMENT? 

THE UNION

WHAT OF THE RIFT BETWEEN

NORTH & SOUTH?

RACE WAR

WHAT OF a massive war 

between whites & blacks?



RESISTANCE, BLOOD, & FEAR

1800

POSSER 
REBELLION 

PLOTFOUNDOUT
G. POSSER & 23 SLAVES HUNG

1822

Denmark Vesey in revolt

C. 9,000 INVOLVED, JULY 14TH, PLOT 
FOUND OUT, 130 ARRESTED, 35 HUNG



SLAVE

FREE

MISSOURI 
COMPROMISE 

1820



I appeal to Heaven for my motive in 
writing—who knows what my object is, if 

possible, to awaken in the breasts of my 
afflicted, degraded and slumbering 

brethren, a spirit of inquiry and 
investigation respecting our miseries and 
wretchedness in this Republican Land of 

Liberty!!!!!!.... See your Declaration Americans!!! 
Do you understand your own language? …. 

Compare your … Declaration…with your 
cruelties and murders inflicted by your 

cruel and unmerciful fathers and 
yourselves on our fathers and on us… The 

man who would not fight under our Lord 
and Master Jesus Christ, in the glorious and 

heavenly cause of freedom and of God—to 
be delivered from the most wretched, abject 
and servile slavery, that ever a people was 
afflicted with since the foundation of the 
world, to the present day—ought to be kept 

with all of his children or family, 
in slavery, or in chains, to be 

butchered by his cruel enemies.

David Walker, “Appeal to the Coloured Citizens of the World” (1830)
1 st Public Article by a Black Person Denouncing Slavery 

https://docsouth.unc.edu/nc/walker/walker.html

https://docsouth.unc.edu/nc/walker/walker.html


W i l l i a m  L l oy d   

garrison
1805-1879

BA

DEEPLY RELIGIOUs 
from Massachusetts 

BA

THE LIBERATOR 
(1831)

IMMEDIATE RADICAL 
Abolitionism

BA

SUPPORTED 
WOMENS RIGHTS

MORAL SUASION 

BURNED U.S. 
CONSTITUTION IN 

PROTEST TO SLAVERY 



"I do not wish to think, or speak, or write, 
with moderation. . . . I am in earnest -- I will not 

equivocate -- I will not excuse -- I will not 
retreat a single inch -- AND I WILL BE HEARD."



Grimke
sisters

south Carolinians 
who moved north   

BA

An appeal to the 
Christian women 

of the south

(1831)
BA

American 
slavery as it is

(1839)
BA

Women's rights 
& abolitionism 

1805-1879

1792-1873

BA

Angelina 

BA

Sarah



Sojourner 

truth  
1797-1883

BA

DEEPLY RELIGIOUS & 
humorous speeches 

BA

“Ain’t I a 
women?” 

(1851)

BA

Ex-slave from 
new York (1827)

BA

Women's rights 
& abolitionism

Isabella "Belle" Baumfree



Nat turner’s 

rebellion 
august 1831

60+ slaves' revolt

60+ whites murdered

3,000 state militia manhunt
VA

Conspirators executed

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nat_Turner%27s_slave_rebellion#cite_note-4

Created mass fear

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nat_Turner%27s_slave_rebellion#cite_note-4


https://www.gilderlehrman.org/history-resources/spotlight-primary-source/nat-turner%E2%80%99s-rebellion-1831?gclid=CjwKCAjw9vn4BRBaEiwAh0muDAWdcGdxosr9ewAektoppTWN7hUJnypb0tcG5DWi4ddpLcbM9YfCvRoCYxoQAvD_BwE

https://www.gilderlehrman.org/history-resources/spotlight-primary-source/nat-turner%E2%80%99s-rebellion-1831?gclid=CjwKCAjw9vn4BRBaEiwAh0muDAWdcGdxosr9ewAektoppTWN7hUJnypb0tcG5DWi4ddpLcbM9YfCvRoCYxoQAvD_BwE


American 
Anti-Slavery 

Society
1833

By 1838 - 1,300 local 
chapters with 
250,000 members.

https://www.loc.gov/exhibits/odyssey/archive/03/0303001r.jpg

https://www.loc.gov/exhibits/odyssey/archive/03/0303001r.jpg


congressional
“gag rule”

1836-1840

https://www.britannica.com/topic/gag-rule; https://www.mtsu.edu/first-amendment/article/1210/gag-rule-in-congress

Congress made a 
resolution to ignore 
anti-slavery petitions

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS

https://www.britannica.com/topic/gag-rule
https://www.mtsu.edu/first-amendment/article/1210/gag-rule-in-congress


MURDER of
Elijah lovejoy 

November 1837 IL

Angry mob 
destroyed 
printing 
press & 
lovejoy

https://www.loc.gov/item/today-in-history/november-07/#:~:text=On%20November%207%2C%201837%2C%20Elijah,strengthened%20the%20cause%20of%20abolition.

https://www.loc.gov/item/today-in-history/november-07/#:~:text=On%20November%207%2C%201837%2C%20Elijah,strengthened%20the%20cause%20of%20abolition.


Destruction of 
Pennsylvania hall 

May 1838 pa Angry mob THE HALL AFTER 
AN ABOLITIONIST CONVENTION



https://www.commonlit.org/es/texts/the-narrative-of-the-life-of-frederick-douglass-excerpts-from-chapters-1-7

FREDRICK

Douglass
1818-1895

BA

Ex-slave from 
Maryland (1838)

BA

THE north star
(1847)

BA

Taught & learned 
to read & write

BA

Narrative of the 
life of Frederick 

Douglass
(1845)

https://www.commonlit.org/es/texts/the-narrative-of-the-life-of-frederick-douglass-excerpts-from-chapters-1-7


This battle with Mr. Covey was the 
turning-point in my career as a slave. 
It rekindled the few expiring embers of 
freedom, and revived within me a sense 

of my own manhood. It recalled the 
departed self-confidence, and inspired 
me again with a determination to be 

free. The gratification afforded by the 
triumph was a full compensation for 

whatever else might follow, even 
death itself. He only can understand 

the deep satisfaction which I 
experienced, who has himself repelled 
by force the bloody arm of slavery. I 

felt as I never felt before. It was a 
glorious resurrection, from the tomb 
of slavery, to the heaven of freedom. 

My long-crushed spirit rose, 
cowardice departed, bold defiance 
took its place; and I now resolved 

that, however long I might remain a 
slave in form, the day had passed 

forever when I could be a 
slave in fact.

Frederick Douglass, “”Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass” (1845)

https://docsouth.unc.edu/nc/walker/walker.html

https://docsouth.unc.edu/nc/walker/walker.html


MEXICAN AMERICAN WAR
1846-1848

BA

THE UNITED STATES 
WILL CONQUER 
MEXICO, BUT IT WILL 
BE AS THE MAN 
SWALLOWS THE 
ARSENIC, WHICH 
BRINGS HIM DOWN IN 
TURN.  MEXICO WILL 
POISON US.

Emerson, Ralph Waldo., Forbes, Waldo Emerson., Emerson, Edward Waldo. Journals of Ralph Waldo Emerson. United States: Houghton Mifflin, 1909.

RALPH WALDO 
EMERSON 



National firestorm of 
debate over western 

lands & slavery 



Free soil party
1848 NY



H a rr i e t t   

Tubman
c. 1820-1913

BA

Ex-runaway 
slave md (1849)

Conductor of 
underground 

railroad

19 separate trips 
and c. 300 slaves

“mama Moses”

Spy during civil war



Levi
coffin

https://www.nps.gov/subjects/undergroundrailroad/what-is-the-underground-railroad.htm

1798-1877

Quaker
Fountain city, id
Cincinnati, oh
“president of u.r.r.”
c. 3,000 slaves freed 

https://www.nps.gov/subjects/undergroundrailroad/what-is-the-underground-railroad.htm


Eastman Johnson
1824-1906

A Ride for Liberty - The Fugitive Slaves (1862)



MISSOURI COMPROMISE CRISIS
1850



"Bloodhound Bill“
(slave power conspiracy) 

Fugitive 

slave law  
1850

Sought to force 
the authorities 
in free Northern 
states to return 

fugitives of 
enslavement to 

their masters or 
be penalized 

with a $1,000 fine

HUGE POLITICAL & 
CULTURAL BATTLES



H a r r i e t  B e e ch e r

Stowe  
1811-1896

BA

Born into 
prestigious 
northern 

religious family
BA

Uncle 
tombs cabin

(1852)

Powerful 
moral & 

sentimental 
argument



THEMES
THE FAITH OF CHRISTIANITY

THE INHUMAN EVILS OF SLAVERY
THE POWER OF MOTHERS 

UNCLE TOM’S  
CABIN

1852

OVER 300,000 COPIES 

IGNITED THE 
IMMAGINATION AND 
FAITH OF MILLIONS

BANNED IN 
THE SOUTH

https://www.coursehero.com/lit/Uncle-Toms-Cabin/infographic/

https://www.coursehero.com/lit/Uncle-Toms-Cabin/infographic/




j o h n  

brown 
1800-1859

BA

Militant 
abolitionism

BA

Harpers ferry 
raid

(1859)

BA

Pottawatomie 
massacre

(1856)

BA

Visionary? 
Martyr? 

Terrorist? 



Now, if it be deemed 
necessary that I should 

forfeit my life for the 
furtherance of the ends of 

justice, and mingle my 
blood further with the 

blood of my children, and 
with the blood of millions 

in this slave country whose 
rights are disregarded by 
wicked, cruel, and unjust 

enactments, I submit: 
so let it be done."

JOHN BROWN, “”SPEECH GIVEN BEFORE THE VIRGINIA COURT UPON HIS ARREST” (1859)

https://docsouth.unc.edu/nc/walker/walker.html

https://docsouth.unc.edu/nc/walker/walker.html

