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There is not a man living who wishes more sincerely than I 
do, to see a plan adopted for the abolition of [slavery]; but 
there is only one proper and effectual mode by which it can 
be accomplished and that is by Legislative authority; and 
this, as far as my suffrage will go, shall never be wanting….
Letter to Robert Morris, 1782

The whole commerce between master and slave is a 
perpetual exercise of the most boisterous passions, the most 
unremitting despotism on the one part, and degrading 
submissions on the other
Notes on the State of Virginia, Query XVIII, 1782

We have seen the mere distinction of colour made in the most 
enlightened period of time, a ground of the most oppressive 
dominion ever exercised by man over man.
Debate Before the Committee of the Whole, 1787

THE FOUNDING ERA
THERE WAS A GROWING BELIEVE THAT SLAVERY WAS A MORAL DEPRAVITY & AGAINST THE VALUES OF THE REVOLUTION

BUT THERE WERE ISSUES…
THE COMPLEXITY OF SLAVERY – THE LOGISTICS OF EMANCIPATION – THE POLITICAL & LEGAL TENSIONS WITHIN THE REPUBLIC 
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THE Economical &Socio-Cultural 

underpinnings of

SLAVERY



SYSTEMS OF SLAVE LABOR

GANG SYSTEM

TASK SYSTEM

COLLECTIVED – STRICTER – FOCUS ON EFFICIENCY – MID-ANTEBELLUM PERIOD

INDIVIDUALIZED – LESS STRICT – FOCUS ON SKILLED LABOR – PRE-ANTEBELLUM PERIOD

https://www.encyclopedia.com/humanities/applied-and-social-sciences-magazines/gang-system

https://www.encyclopedia.com/humanities/applied-and-social-sciences-magazines/task-system

Ira Berlin & Philip D. Morgan Ed,Cultivation and Culture: Labor and the Shaping of Slave Life in the Americas. United Kingdom: University Press of Virginia, 1993.

https://www.encyclopedia.com/humanities/applied-and-social-sciences-magazines/gang-system
https://www.encyclopedia.com/humanities/applied-and-social-sciences-magazines/task-system


MAJOR AREAS OF SLAVE LABOR





COTTON GIN (1793)
ELI WHITNEY

1765-1825



PROGRESSIVE SHIFT OF POWER 
& ECONOMICS FROM UPPER 

SOUTH TO THE LOWER SOUTH



http://www.inmotionaame.org/gallery/detail.cfm?migration=3&topic=7&id=3_001M&type=map

THERE WAS A MOVEMENT OF 

SLAVES FROM THE UPPER 

SOUTH TO THE DEEP SOUTH 

ACROSS THIS TIME

http://www.inmotionaame.org/gallery/detail.cfm?migration=3&topic=7&id=3_001M&type=map


BY 1860 SOUTHERN COTTON ACCOUNTED FOR 
2/3RD OF THE WORLDS COTTON PRODUCTION

Bruce Levine, Half Slave and Half Free, Revised Edition: The Roots of Civil War. United States: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2005, pg. 21-22



“The value of southern slavery was 
three times greater than the total 
amount of all capital, North and 

South combined, invested in 
manufacturing, almost three times 
the amount invested in railroads, 

and seven times the amount invested 
in banks.  It was also equal to about 

seven times the total value of all 
currency in circulation in the 

country, three times the value of the 
entire livestock population, twelve 

times the value of all American farm 
implements and machinery, twelve 

times the value of the entire U.S. 
cotton crop, and forty-eight times 

the total expenditures of the U.S. 
federal government

Steven Deyle, Carry Me Back: The Domestic Slave Trade in American Life

(Oxford University Press, 2005), pg. 59-60 



JAMES HENRY HAMMOND

But if there were no other reason 
why we should never have war, 
would any sane nation make war  
on cotton? Without firing a gun, 
without drawing a sword, should 
they make war on us we could bring 
the whole world to our feet…. No, 
you dare not make war on cotton. 
No power on earth dares to make 
war upon it. COTTON IS KING.

https://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/document/cotton-is-king/

SOUTH CAROLINA SENATOR (MARCH 4, 1858)

https://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/document/cotton-is-king/


THE SOUTHS UNDIVERSE ECONOMY 
INFRASTRUCTURE & URBANIZATION

ONLY 

35% 

OF RR

https://www.measuringworth.com/slavery.php

https://www.measuringworth.com/slavery.php


( %



Peter Kolchin, American Slavery: 1619-1877 (10th Anniversary Edition). United States: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2003, pg. 101; also look at the 
data compiled at: https://eh.net/encyclopedia/slavery-in-the-united-states/

About 3,000 families in 

1850s owned 100 or more 

slaves which accounted 

for 10% of the total slave 

population (4 million)
Bruce Levine, Half Slave and Half Free, Revised Edition: The Roots of 
Civil War. United States: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2005, pg. 21-22

https://eh.net/encyclopedia/slavery-in-the-united-states/




free blacks who were eligible 
to own slaves (head of 

households living in states 
which would later join the 

Confederacy), 16% of them 
owned black slaves….  And in 
certain states it was higher.  
For example South Carolina 
saw 43% of eligible free black 

people own slaves, comparable 
to 40% in Louisiana, 26% in 

Mississippi, 25% in Alabama, and 
20% in Georgia.

Carter C. Woodson, “Father of Black History” Free Negro Owners of Slaves in the United 
States in 1830: Together with Absentee Ownership of Slaves in the United States in 1830. 1924

Thomas J. Pressly, “‘The Known World’ of Free Black Slaveholders: A Research Note on the Scholarship of Carter G. Woodson,” The Journal of African American History 91, no. 1 (2006): 85.



FOUNDING & EARLY REPUBLIC ERA

mid-ANTEBELLUM ERA

GRADUAL EMANCIPATION – CHANGE VIA LEGISLATION  – STATE-CENTERED 

RADICAL ABOLITIONISM – CHANGE VIA RESISTANCE – FEDERAL-CENTERED 

STRUGGLES TO RECONCILE REVOLUTIONARY IDEALS VS. LOGISTICS OF ENDING IT

BATTLES OVER MILITANT OPPOSITION VS. MILITANT SUPPORT OF SLAVERY



“The period between the colonials’ 
outspoken discontent with Great 

Britain and the rise of abolitionism 
in the 1830s witnessed an outpouring 

of antislavery and libertarian 
dogma that stimulated the 

promulgation of an equal amount 
of proslavery literature. In Virginia, 

Pennsylvania, Massachusetts, and 
England, proslavery writers 

countered the tide of antislavery 
propaganda and Revolutionary 

rhetoric by attempting to come to 
grips with natural rights theory. 
Each found his own appropriate 

solution to the dilemma and in the 
process provided a basis for 
proslavery ideology in the 

nineteenth century.” 

Larry E. Tise, Proslavery: A History of the Defense of Slavery in America, 1701–1840, 

University of Georgia Press, 1987, p. 24



ARGUING FOR 

SLAVERY 
1 IT’S Historical

IT HAS ALWAYS BEEN AND WILL ALWAYS BE

2 IT’S LEGAL  
THE FEDERAL & STATE LAWS PROTECT ONES PROPERTY 

3 IT’S Economical
IT IS CENTRAL TO THE ECONOMY OF THE WORLD 

4 IT’S biblical  
GOD HAS ORDAINED SOME RACES TO BE SUBSERVIENT 

5 IT’S SCIENTIFIC   
SOME RACES ARE SUPERIOR BIOLOGICALLY

6 IT’S CIVILIZING   
IT LIBERATED THE AFRICAN FROM BACKWARD BARBARISM  

7 IT’S NATURAL   
ALL SOCIETIES HAVE HEIRARCHIES OF TOP TO BOTTOM 

Larry E. Tise, Proslavery: A History of the Defense of Slavery in America, 1701–1840, University of Georgia Press, 1987
https://fee.org/articles/ten-reasons-not-to-abolish-slavery/?gclid=Cj0KCQjwpNr4BRDYARIsAADIx9z9K7QIxiE0Tqz41stZWoGe9Ras6I8mttxxNUqIxOUmJiAOu_HoKYcaAlSQEALw_wcB

https://fee.org/articles/ten-reasons-not-to-abolish-slavery/?gclid=Cj0KCQjwpNr4BRDYARIsAADIx9z9K7QIxiE0Tqz41stZWoGe9Ras6I8mttxxNUqIxOUmJiAOu_HoKYcaAlSQEALw_wcB


https://wps.pearsoncustom.com/wps/media/objects/7220/7393704/lwc/dbq/dbq_09.html

ARGUING SLAVERY IN THE SOUTH VS. SLAVERY IN THE NORTH

https://wps.pearsoncustom.com/wps/media/objects/7220/7393704/lwc/dbq/dbq_09.html


LIFE & CULTURE OF 

SLAVES



https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11698-012-0086-7
Covey, Herbert C.., Eisnach, Dwight. What the Slaves Ate: Recollections of African American Foods and 
Foodways from the Slave Narratives. United Kingdom: Greenwood Press/ABC-CLIO, 2009, Chapter 2

SLAVE 

NUTRITION

ON AVERAGE HAD HIGHER CALORIC 

INTAKE THAN OTHER WORKERS

Fogel and Engerman. Time on the Cross (1995)

SLAVE POP. INCREASED NOT 

BECAUSE OF IMPORTS BUT BIRTHS

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11698-012-0086-7


http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/yps01 and 

http://www.measuringworth.com/slavery.php and http://www.nber.org/chapters/c0606.pdf

1800S CURRENCY

2010S CURRENCY

SLAVE PRICE

SLAVE PRICE

SEX & AGESLAVE VALUE

http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/yps01
http://www.measuringworth.com/slavery.php
http://www.nber.org/chapters/c0606.pdf






THE Plight of the

SLAVE 
1 NON-PERSONHOOD

CLASSIFIED LEGALLY AS PROPERTY & NOT PEOPLE 

2 Strenuous labor
15 HR SUMMER WORKDAY & 14 HR WINTER WORKDAY

3 Absent education 
THERE WAS LIMITED IF NOT ANY EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES 

4 BROKEN FAMILIES
SEPERATION TOOK PLACE AT VARYING DEGREES 

5 ABUSE&VIOLENCE 
UTILIZED & CATALOGUED BUT ITS PERVASIVENESS IS UNKNOWN 

Stanley L. Engerman & Robert William Fogel, Time on the Cross: The Economics of American Negro Slavery. United Kingdom: Norton, 1995, pg. 107-158

George H. Gutman, Slavery and the Numbers Game: A Critique of Time on the Cross. United States: University of Illinois Press, 2003, pg. 12-23

THE ONLY SYSTEMATIC RECORD OF SLAVE WHIPPINGS ACROSS TIME COMES 
FROM DIARY OF BENNET H. BARROW OF LOUISIANA (1833-1846) WHICH 
CATALOGUES HIS RULES AND PUNISHMENTS TOWARDS HIS 200 SOME SLAVES 



FREDERICK DOUGLAS

[Master] was a cruel man, hardened by  
a long life of slaveholding. He would at 
times seem to take great pleasure in 
whipping a slave….  No words, no tears, 
no prayers, from his gory victim, 
seemed to move his iron heart from its 
bloody purpose. The louder she 
screamed, the harder he whipped; and 
where the blood ran fastest, there he 
whipped longest. He would whip her to 
make her scream and whip her to make 
her hush….  I remember the first time I 
ever witnessed this horrible exhibition. 
I was quite a child, but I well remember 
it….  It struck me with awful force. It 
was the blood-stained gate, the entrance 
to the hell of slavery…

EX-SLAVE & ABOLITIONIST (1847)

https://www.commonlit.org/es/texts/the-narrative-of-the-life-of-frederick-douglass-excerpts-from-chapters-1-7

https://www.commonlit.org/es/texts/the-narrative-of-the-life-of-frederick-douglass-excerpts-from-chapters-1-7


http://www.antebellummuseum.com/wilson-chinn.html

http://www.antebellummuseum.com/wilson-chinn.html




Columbia, South Carolina, c. 1850 photos by Louis Agassiz, are among the earliest known photographs of Southern slaves https://www.americanheritage.com/faces-slavery-historical-find

https://www.americanheritage.com/faces-slavery-historical-find


RELIGION AFRICAN TRADITIONS MERGED 

W/ CHRISTIAN TRADITIONS

MUSIC MIXTURE OF TRIBALISM & CHRISTIAN HYMNS

FAMILY NUCLEAR BUT MOSTLY EXTENDED

MARRIAGE COULD MARRY BUT COULD BE SEPERATED



SLAVERY 

STILL 

EXISTS 

MY 

FRIEND!


