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POLK TRIED TO 
PURCHASE BUT 

MEXICO REFUSED
NOV. 1845

TX OFFICIALLY 
ANNEXED

DEC. 1845 

WAS SENT TO TX 

TO PROTECT 

ALONG THE 

NUECES RIVER

JULY 1845 

ZACHARY TAYLOR

MEXICAN CAVALRY ATTACK U.S. 

TROOPS IN DISPUTED ZONE 

APRIL 1846

“We must ever mandate 
the principle that the 
people of this continent 
alone have the right to 
decide their own destiny.”
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HUMAN LOSS

25,000 
Mexicans

13,000 
Americans 
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JAMES WILSON MARSHALL

FOUND GOLD ALONG 
THE AMERICAN RIVER 

IN COLOMA C.A.

JAN. 1848 

CARPENTER & SAWMILL OPERATOR 








