
MANIFEST
DESTINY



Let us, then, with courage and 
confidence pursue our own 

Federal and Republican principles, 
our attachment to union and 

representative government. Kindly 
separated by nature and a wide 
ocean from the exterminating 

havoc of one quarter of the globe; 
too high-minded to endure the 

degradations of the others; 
possessing a chosen country, with 
room enough for our descendants 

to the thousandth and 
thousandth generation

THOMAS JEFFERSON
1ST INAGURAL ADDRESS (1801)



“Do not lounge in the 

cities! Go West, young 

man, go West. There is 

health in the country, 

and room away from 

our crowds of idlers and 

imbeciles. Go west, before 

you are fitted for no life 

but that of the factory.”

HORACE GREELEY 
New York Tribune (1841)



It is time…that all should 

cease to treat [the west] 

as alien….  [It is] the 

fulfillment of our 

manifest destiny to 

overspread the continent 

allotted by Providence 

for the free development 

of our yearly 

multiplying millions

JOHN LOUIS O’SULLIVAN
The United States Magazine 

and Democratic Review (1845)



MANIFEST DESTINY
A quasi-religious ideological 

movement that pushed the notion 

that America had a moral and 

political RIGHT & responsibility to 

spread democratic republican 

ideals & capitalism across the 

world, starting with the settling 

of the western frontier. 



John Gast, American Progress, 1872



RUGGED 
INDIVIDUALISM

NATIONALISM
& PATRIOTISM

EMPIRE
OF LIBERTY

INDUSTRY
& IMMIGRANTS





https://www.history.com/topics/westward-expansion/conestoga-wagon

https://www.history.com/topics/westward-expansion/conestoga-wagon


250,000 to 

500,000 

migrants

MOVING 

WEST

c. 34,000 died





Indian
RESISTANCE &removal



1832

1817-1858

B L A C K  H AW K  WA R

S E M I N O L E  WA R S

I N D I A N  R E M O VA L  A C T
1830-1847

I N D I A N

T E R R I T O RY  

“For the purpose of 
guarding against the 

further decline and final 
extinction of the Indian 

tribes, adjoining the 
frontier settlements of the 

United States, are for 
introducing among them 

the habits and arts of 
civilization"

1819

CIVILIZATION

FUND ACT

THOMAS MCKENNEY

F. 1824





MOSTLY NOMADIC
HUNTER-GATHERERS
TRADERS & DRIVERS

CHIEFDOMS 



ESSENTIAL TO MOST PLAINS INDIANS

HORSE WAS 

ESSENTIAL
(INTRODUCED 1540S)





TEXAS
REVOLUTION



1821-1835
1810-1821

1810-1821

1500S

1808-1814



Coahuila y Tejas

MOSES AUSTIN STEPHEN AUSTIN

1761-1821
1793-1836

IMMIGRANT 
SOUTHERN SLAVE 

HOLDERS



1806 - 7,000 1836 – 50,000

https://tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/ulc01

5,000 SLAVES 30,000 ANGLOS

3,500 TEJANOS 14,000 INDIANS

https://tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/ulc01


ANTONIO LOPEZ DE SANTA ANNA
1794-1876 PRESIDENT & DICTATOR OF MEXICO



1793-1863
SAM HOUSTON





TN POLITICANS & 

FRONTIERSMAN

DAVY CROCKET

SAN ANTONIO, TX
OLD SPANISH MISSION

LIEUTENANT COLONEL 
WILLIAM TRAVIS

KY FRONTIESMAN 

& FIGHTER

JAMES BOWIE









https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treaties_of_Velasco

SANTA ANNA

SAM HOUSTON

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treaties_of_Velasco


SAM HOUSTON

STEPHEN AUSTIN

PRESIDENT

SEC. OF STATE



US SENATE
13 FREE STATES 

13 SLAVE STATES 

1836 Jackson going out

Van-Buren coming in
Neither wants to deal with TX


