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BA

CULT OF 
D O M E S T I CI T Y  

Men → public sphere (Competitive, Dangerous, Demanding) 
Women → private sphere (Cooperative, Innocent, Loving)

DOMESTICATE MEN – EDUCATE CHILDREN – INSTILL VALUES 

The World of Antebellum America: A Daily Life Encyclopedia [2 Volumes]. United States: ABC-CLIO, 2018, PG. 205-208

BA

Men → more aggressive, more rational, more carnal
Women → more submissive, more emotional, more pure

https://americainclass.org/the-cult-of-domesticity/

https://americainclass.org/the-cult-of-domesticity/
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BA

CULT OF DOMESTICITY BA

WOMEN ARE MORAL MOLDERS OF SOCIETY 

BA

THEN…BA

WOMEN NEED TO PUSH FOR 

SOCIAL MORAL REFORMS

BA

THEN…BA

WOMEN NEED EDUCATION TO 

BE SOCIAL MORAL MOLDERS

BA

THEN…BA

WHY CAN’T WOMEN BE SOCIALLY EQUAL?



1793-1880 1820-19061815-1902
LUCRETIA MOTT Susan B AnthonyElizabeth Caddy Stanton

1797-1883

Sojourner Truth

1792-1873 1805-1879

Sarah Grimké Angelina Grimké



I shall advance arguments in opposition 
to a corrupt public opinion, and to the 
perverted interpretation of Holy Writ, 

which has so universally obtained. But I 
am in search of truth; and no obstacle 

shall prevent my prosecuting that search, 
because I believe the welfare of the world 
will be materially advanced by every new 

discovery we make of the designs of 
Jehovah in the creation of woman….  

Woman has been placed by John Quincy 
Adams, side by side with the slave, whilst he 

was contending for the right side of 
petition. I thank him for ranking us with 

the oppressed; for I shall not find it 
difficult to show, that in all ages and 

countries, not even excepting enlightened 
republican America, woman has more or 

less been made a means to promote the 
welfare of man, without due regard to 
her own happiness, and the glory of God 

as the end of her creation. 

http://www.worldculture.org/articles/12-Grimke%20Letters,%201-3.pdf

BA

“Letters on the equality of the sexes” (1838)

Sarah Grimké

http://www.worldculture.org/articles/12-Grimke Letters, 1-3.pdf


Woman is to win everything by peace and 
love; by making herself so much respected, 

esteemed and loved, that to yield to her 
opinions and to gratify her wishes, will be 
the free-will offering of the heart. But this 

is to be all accomplished in the domestic 
and social circle. There let every women 

become so cultivated and refined…so 
benevolent in feeling and action…so 

unassuming and unambitious…so “gentle 
and easy to be entreated”…[that] the fathers, 

the husbands, and the sons…will yield not 
only willingly but proudly. . . . But the 

moment woman begins to feel the 
promptings of ambition, or the thirst for 

power, her aegis of defense is gone. A 
woman may seek the aid of co-operation 
and combination among her own sex, to 

assist her in her appropriate offices of piety, 
charity, maternal and domestic duty; but 

whatever, in any measure, throws a 
woman into the attitude of a combatant, 

either for herself of others—whatever 
obliges her in any way to exert coercive 

influences, throws her out of her 
appropriate sphere.

http://historytools.davidjvoelker.com/sources/Beecher-Duties.pdf

BA

“ABOLITIONISM & THE DUTY OF AMERICAN FEMALES” (1837)
Catherine Beecher

http://historytools.davidjvoelker.com/sources/Beecher-Duties.pdf


https://artsandculture.google.com/asset/political-cartoon-the-age-of-brass-1869/BwGADWAP7Bg71w

https://artsandculture.google.com/asset/political-cartoon-the-age-of-brass-1869/BwGADWAP7Bg71w


https://www.loc.gov/resource/pga.05763/

https://www.loc.gov/resource/pga.05763/


WORLD ANTI-SLAVERY CONVENTION
1840 IN LONDON, ENGLAND

BA

convention’s 

organizers refused  

to seat the female 

delegates or allow 

them to vote ON the 

proceedings



https://www.history.com/topics/womens-rights/seneca-falls-convention

1848
BA

Declaration 

of sentiments BA

Modeled after Dec. of ind.

https://www.history.com/topics/womens-rights/seneca-falls-convention


Resolved That, being invested by the 
creator with the same capabilities, and 
the same consciousness of responsibility 

for their exercise, it is demonstrably 
the right and duty of woman, equally 
with man, to promote every righteous 

cause by every righteous means; and 
especially in regard to the great 

subjects of morals and religion, it is 
self-evidently her right to participate 

with her brother in teaching them, 
both in private and in public, by 
writing and by speaking. by any 

instrumentalities proper to be used. and 
in any assemblies proper to be held; and 
this being a self evident truth growing 

out of the divinely implanted 
principles of human nature, any 

custom or authority adverse to it, 
whether modern or wearing the 

hoary sanction of antiquity, is to be 
regarded as a self- evident falsehood, 

and at war with mankind.

http://www.let.rug.nl/usa/documents/1826-1850/the-seneca-falls-declaration-1848.php

BA

DECLARATION OF SENTIMENTS (1848)

http://www.let.rug.nl/usa/documents/1826-1850/the-seneca-falls-declaration-1848.php
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(c. 1900)

1920
BA

72 YRS AFTER SENECA FALLS
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NATIVE AMERICAN 

TEMPERANCE 

MOVEMENTS

1700S

AMERICAN TEMPERANCE UNION 
1833

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Temperance_movement

The Massachusetts 

Society for the 

Suppression of 

Intemperance

1813

Need for sober 

factory laborers

1700S-1800s

Medical problems 

were discovered

1790S

BA

First great 

awakening

1730s-40s

SECOND  great 

awakening

1810S-30S

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Temperance_movement








By 1835, the union had 1.5 million members



Time trend of U.S. consumption of absolute alcohol, 
per-capita drinking age population, 1830–1977.
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Dorothea Dix
1802-1887

BA

MAJOR 

FOCUS

300 county jails and 18 prisons in 6 years







c. 32 mental hospitals, 15 schools for 
the disabled, & numerous training 
facilities were formed out of her work 
Bosworth, Mary. Encyclopedia of Prisons and Correctional Facilities. India: SAGE Publications, 2005.
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HORACE MANN

1796-1859

BA

MAJOR 

FOCUS

BA

LONGER SCHOOL DAY –PAID BY TAXES –UNIVERSAL EDUC.

122 million sold by 1920

BA

Morality & three rs+ teacher colleges 



By 1870 7 million children were enrolled 
in elementary schools and 80,000 were 
enrolled in secondary schools. 

https://nces.ed.gov/pubs93/93442.pdf

By 1860 21 state Public colleges had opened 

https://nces.ed.gov/pubs93/93442.pdf

