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Second great awakening 
1820s-1840s



CHARLES FINNEY

1792-1875
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BURNED OVER 
DISTRICT

UPSTATE  NY



https://www.christianitytoday.com/history/people/denominationalfounders/william-miller.html
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MILLERITES
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William Miller

1782-1849
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BA

https://www.christianitytoday.com/history/people/denominationalfounders/william-miller.html


Joseph smith

1805-1844
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MORMONISM

https://news-nz.churchofjesuschrist.org/article/mormonism-basics--faq

and https://www.pbs.org/mormons/faqs/#2 Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, https://scriptures.byu.edu/tpjs/STPJS.pdf

BA

https://news-nz.churchofjesuschrist.org/article/mormonism-basics--faq
https://www.pbs.org/mormons/faqs/#2
https://scriptures.byu.edu/tpjs/STPJS.pdf


BRIGHAM YOUNG



utopianism



Shakers
FOUNDED IN THE 1740s by Mother Ann Lee
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shakers#Theology

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shakers#Theology


NEW HARMONY
FOUNDED IN 1825 by ROBERT OWEN (OWENITES)
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h5vhgdJjMTo

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h5vhgdJjMTo


BROOK FARM
FOUNDED IN 1841-1847 by GEORGE RIPLEY
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BA

https://archive.vcu.edu/english/engweb/transcendentalism/ideas/brhistory.html

dxd

dxd

https://archive.vcu.edu/english/engweb/transcendentalism/ideas/brhistory.html


ONEIDA Community
FOUNDED IN 1848 by JOHN HUMPHREY NOYES 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oneida_Community

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oneida_Community




Transcendentalism
19th century philosophical, 

literary, and social movement 
in America that focused on 
the divine transcendence 

within nature and humanity, 
the progress of idealism & 

utopia,  and the centrality of 
the individual & subjective 

experience

https://www.britannica.com/event/Transcendentalism-American-movement

https://www.britannica.com/event/Transcendentalism-American-movement


Ralph Waldo 

Emerson
1803-1882

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EOkdFMw0pmk

BA

MAJOR 

IDEAS

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EOkdFMw0pmk


“Standing on the bare ground,--my head bathed by 

the blithe air and uplifted into infinite space,--all 

mean egotism vanishes. I become a transparent 

eyeball; I am nothing; I see all; the currents 

of the Universal Being circulate through 

me; I am part or parcel of God.”

…

“Society everywhere is in conspiracy 

against the manhood of every one 

of its members”

…

Nothing is at last sacred but the 

integrity of your own mind. Absolve 

you to yourself, and you shall have 

the suffrage of the world….  No law 

can be sacred to me but that of my 

nature. Good and bad are but names 

very readily transferable to that or 

this; the only right is what is after 

my constitution; the only wrong 

what is against it. 



Henry David

Thoreau
1817-1862

BA

MAJOR 

IDEAS

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JJL9S0J8-4k AND https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gugnXTN6-D4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JJL9S0J8-4k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gugnXTN6-D4




ROMANTICISM
18th-19th century literary, 

artistic, and philosophical 
movement that opposed 

enlightenment & Industrial 
values while emphasizing 
subjectivity, imagination, 

emotions, the primitive, 
nostalgia, the common man, 

the beauty of nature, 
the melancholy and 

transcendent spirituality  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OiRWBI0JTYQ and https://www.britannica.com/art/Romanticism

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OiRWBI0JTYQ
https://www.britannica.com/art/Romanticism


HERMAN MELVILLE

NATHANIEL HAWTHORNE

James Fenimore cooper

1819-1891

1804-1864

1789-1851

WASHINGTON IRVING
1783-1859 MARK TWAIN

1835-1910

Edgar Allen Poe
1809-1849

Walt Whitman
1819-1892



View from Mount Holyoke, Northampton, Massachusetts, after a Thunderstorm, commonly known as The Oxbow (1836)
THOMAS COLE

1801-1848



A wild scene (1837)



The course of empire (1833-1836)

The savage stateThe pastoral state 

The consummation 

Destruction Desolation 



The Heart of the Andes (1859)

Frederic Church

1826-1900



Cotopaxi, Ecuador (1862)



Aurora Borealis (1865)



Niagara Falls, from the American Side (1867)



The Rocky Mountains, Lander's Peak (1863)
ALBERT BIERSTADT

1830-1902



Among the Sierra Nevada, California (1868)



BA


