


CHANGES IN AMERICAN

POLITICS



DEMOCRATIZATION & 
mass politicsSOLIDIFIED 

TWO PARTY 
SYSTEMS

UNIVERSAL 
WHITE MALE 

SUFFRAGE

COMMON-MAN 
POLITICANS

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Haf-4BeHaew

PARTY Nominating 
CONVENTIONs

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Haf-4BeHaew






SHIFTING VIEWS ON civic engagement

FOUNDING GENERATION NEW GENERATION
ARISTOCRATIC

CLASSICAL EDUCATION 
CIVIC VIRTUES 

FEAR OF DEMOCRACY 

COMMON MAN
PRAGMATIC EDUCATION

PARTY POLITICS & CAMPAIGNING
PUSH FOR DEMOCRACY 



SPK. OF HOUSE

13%

11%

31%

43%

Total Electoral: 

261

Need: 131

A. JACKSON
WAR-HERO

J. Q. ADAMS
SEC. OF STATE

WILLIAM G. 
CRAWFORD 
SEC. OF TREASURY 

H. CLAY

TN

MA

GA KY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=89d1yNVbZ4U

151,271

113,122

47,531

40,856

c. 352,000 VOTERS

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=89d1yNVbZ4U


DEMOCRATIC-REPUBLICANS AFTER 1824

DEMOCRATS NATIONAL REPUBLICANS 
Rural & FRONTIER 

STATES-RIGHTS 
Pro-immigrants & Farmers 

Urban & industrial
STRONG CENTRAL GOV.

Pro-Bankers & Merchants





44%
56%

642,553

500,897

c. 1.1 MILLION VOTERS
C. 200% 

INCREASE



The Jackson
presidency



TRAIL OF TEARS

BANK WAR

OLD HICKORY

Born IN SC & lived in TN
NO FORMAL 
EDUCATION

BRAWLER, GAMBLER, DUELIST, SWEARER  

LOG-CABIN PRES.
SELF 

MADE

SPOILS SYSTEM

WIDOWER

1st DEMOCRAT
PRESIDENT  

NULLIFICATION CRISIS 

AUTHORITARIAN LEADERSHIP
TEXAS 
REVOLUTION

Andrew
Jackson 

7th President

1767-1845

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oxDqOH6H4FQ AND https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R7O_QNw7vpc AND https://featherfoster.wordpress.com/2015/07/20/the-horrible-health-of-andrew-jackson/

CHRONIC PAIN & SICKNESS

FIRST ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oxDqOH6H4FQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R7O_QNw7vpc
https://featherfoster.wordpress.com/2015/07/20/the-horrible-health-of-andrew-jackson/




“Victory of the 
Common Man?”

OR
“The Reign of 

King Mob?”

https://constitutioncenter.org/blog/the-story-of-the-wildest-party-in-white-house-history/ and https://www.mentalfloss.com/article/27228/andrew-jacksons-big-block-cheese

THE YEET YEETERS COME TO TOWN!March 1829

https://constitutioncenter.org/blog/the-story-of-the-wildest-party-in-white-house-history/
https://www.mentalfloss.com/article/27228/andrew-jacksons-big-block-cheese


Spoils
System
The practice of 

Giving Political 

offices to your 

supporters.
(ex: over 25 customs 

collectors & 423 
postmasters were fired)

BATTLE OF THE PETTICOATS 





NULLIFICATION



TARIFF
a tax or duty to be paid 

on a particular class 

of imports or exports.

SOUTH NORTH

I LOVE ALL THE 
PROTECTIONS TO 
MY BUSINESS

WHYYYY YOU 
HURT MY TRADE 
WITH OTHERS!?







LIBERTY BEFORE UNION!
NULLIFICATION IS A STATES RIGHT

SECESSION IF NECESSARY 

THE UNION MUST BE PRESERVED!
ENFORCEMENT OF THE LAW IS MY DUTY
INVASION & MARTIAL LAW IF NECESSARY

JOHN C. CALHOUN VP ANDREW JACKSON P



NULLIFICATION
is a legal theory that a state 

has the right to nullify, or 

invalidate, any federal law 

which that state has deemed 

unconstitutional with 

respect to the United States 

Constitution

PRECEDENCE 
VA & KY 

RESOLUTIONS 
1798





COMPROMISE
GRADUALLY 

REDUCED TARIFF

&

THE FORCE BILL 
Henry clay

1777-1852



THE BANK WAR



The bank of the united states
Chartered in 1791

20 yr charter

RETIRED IN 1811
REVOLUTIONARY DEBT OVER

RENEWED IN 1816
20 YR CHARTER DUE TO WAR OF 1812 DEBTS

MCCULLOCH V. MARYLAND
1819 SCOTUS RULING SAID BANK 

WAS CONSTITUTIONAL  

Bank up for re-charter by 1836
JACKSONIANS AGAINST VS. NATIONAL REPUBLICANS FOR



PRESERVE THE BANK!
RECHARTER BY 1932

The bank, Mr. 
Van Buren, is 

trying to kill 
me, but I will 

kill it
HENRY CLAY

NICHOLAS BIDDLE HEAD OF B.U.S.

THIS WILL 
HELP ME WIN 
THE ELECTION





Anti-mason

A. JACKSON
DEMOCRAT TN

h. clay
Nat. repb. ky

w. wirt
MD

J. FLOYD
NULLIFIER VA



1833



Birth of 
the Whigs



p lat fo r m
Anti-Jackson 

Strong central gov. 
American system

Educ & moral reforms 

S U P P O R T E R S
PROTESTANTS

MERCHANTS & MANUFACTURERS

NEW ENGLAND STATES

Henry 
clay

DANIEL 
WEBSTER kyma





INDIAN REMOVAL



THE FIVE 
CIVILIZED 
TRIBES

WRITTEN 
LANGUAGES

FARMERS

TRADERS

SLAVE 
OWNERS

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/how-native-american-slaveholders-complicate-trail-tears-narrative-180968339/

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/how-native-american-slaveholders-complicate-trail-tears-narrative-180968339/


DEBATE OVER INDIAN REMOVAL

THIS IS immoral & ILLEGAL!
TOO MUCH POWER TO THE EXECUTIVE 

INDIANS ARE SOVEREIGN NATIONS
REMOVAL ONLY THROUGH JUST TREATIES

CONSCIENCE OVER PARTY

THIS IS FAIR & NECESSARY!
THIS WILL STRENGTHEN FRONTIER BORDERS

THIS WILL STRENGTHEN OUR ECONOMY
THIS WILL ENSURE NO MORE WARS

THIS IS A JUST EXCHANGE: LAND FOR LAND/$$$

DAVY CROCKETT TN-r ANDREW JACKSON P

https://sites.google.com/site/ushistorymrsstockwell/documents-used-for-the-indian-removal-act

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CREC-2012-01-24/html/CREC-2012-01-24-pt1-PgE63-3.htm https://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=false&doc=25&page=transcript

https://sites.google.com/site/ushistorymrsstockwell/documents-used-for-the-indian-removal-act
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CREC-2012-01-24/html/CREC-2012-01-24-pt1-PgE63-3.htm
https://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=false&doc=25&page=transcript


1830
Senate: April 24 – 28 to 19

house: May 26 – 101 to 97

INDIAN REMOVAL DEBATE



JOHN 
MARSHALL 
HAS MADE 
HIS DECISION.  
Now let him 
enforce it.

CHEROKEE NATION
V. GEORGIA (1831)

WORCESTER
V. GEORGIA (1832)

N AT I V E S G O  
TO  CO U RT

INDIAN REMOVAL IS 
UNCONSTITUTIONAL 

NATIVES ARE 
NATIONS NOT 

U.S. CITIZENS

JOHN 
MARSHALL

r. 1801-1835





1831-1838

https://history.howstuffworks.com/historical-events/trail-of-tears.htm

RELOCATION OF c. 100,000 NATIVES/C. 15,000 DEATHS 

THE TRAIL OF TEARS

https://history.howstuffworks.com/historical-events/trail-of-tears.htm


1835-1842
c. 5,000 NATIVES & AMERICANS KILLED/C. 4,000 SEMINOLES RELOCATED

Second Seminole war

https://www.britannica.com/event/Second-Seminole-War

OSCEOLA

https://www.britannica.com/event/Second-Seminole-War


1832
c. 1,000 NATIVES & AMERICANS KILLED/SAUK & OTHER NW TRIBES CEDE LAND

BLACK HAWK WAR

https://www.britannica.com/event/Black-Hawk-War/Indian-removal-and-growing-tensions-in-Illinois

Black hawk

https://www.britannica.com/event/Black-Hawk-War/Indian-removal-and-growing-tensions-in-Illinois


1820s 1840s


