
WHEN OLD & NEW WORLDS MEET





MING DYNASTY 

MUGHAL EMPIRE

SAFAVID EMPIRE

OTTOMAN EMPIRE

SONGHAI EMPIRE



Jared Diamond, Guns, Germs, and Steel: The Fates of Human Societies (1997); Niall Ferguson, Civilization: The West and the Rest (2012); Rodney Stark, How the West Won: The Neglected Story of the Triumph of Modernity (2015) 







Firsts to 
Explore & 

Colonize



PRINCE 

HENRY
THE NAVIGATOR

(1394-1460)



Vasco da Gama sails 
to India (1498) 

Bartolomeu Dias sails around 
Cape of Good Hope (1488) 

MING DYNASTY 

MUGHAL EMPIRE

SAFAVID EMPIRE

OTTOMAN EMPIRE

Kingdom of Kongo converts 
to Christianity (1483-1485)

SONGHAI EMPIRE



Re-conquest of Spain and Portugal by 

Christian states against Muslims (Moors)











Christopher

Columbus
(1451-1506)







Martellus Map
1489









https://www.britannica.com/place/West-Indies-island-group-Atlantic-Ocean/The-Pre-Columbian-period

í

Europeans called natives “los indios” 

https://www.britannica.com/place/West-Indies-island-group-Atlantic-Ocean/The-Pre-Columbian-period






➢Completed a total of 4 voyages
➢Believed he has reached Cathay (china) 
➢Named many of the islands (i.e. Hispaniola) 
➢Brought native slaves & Gold back to Europe
➢Was Governor & Viceroy of Indies w/ bros c. 7yrs

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Christopher-Columbus/The-second-and-third-voyageshttps://www.historiadelnuevomundo.com/index.php/en/2017/09/discovering-new-world/

➢Several Native & Spaniard rebellions 
happened on his watch
➢accused of brutality & mismanagement.  
Was thus removed, Arrested, & acquitted. 
➢Died sickly w/ little wealth (1506)

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Christopher-Columbus/The-second-and-third-voyages
https://www.historiadelnuevomundo.com/index.php/en/2017/09/discovering-new-world/




Antonio 
de Montesinos

(1475 - 1540)



Bartolomé 
de las Casas

(1474 - 1566)



"I saw here cruelty on a 

scale no living being 

has ever seen or expects 

to see.“

…

“What we committed in 

the Indies stands out 

among the most 

unpardonable offenses 

ever committed 

against God and 

mankind, and this 

trade as one of the 

most unjust Evil and 

cruel among them.”

Destruction of 

the Indies (1542)

http://www.encyclopedia.com/topic/Bartolome_de_Las_Casas.aspx

http://www.encyclopedia.com/topic/Bartolome_de_Las_Casas.aspx




Treaty of Tordesillas
(1494)



Amerigo 
Vespucci

(1454-1512)



Waldseemüller Map 
1507





St. Brendan
530s A.D. 



LEIV ERIKSSON
1002 A.D. 

https://www.history.com/news/the-viking-explorer-who-beat-columbus-to-america

https://www.history.com/news/the-viking-explorer-who-beat-columbus-to-america


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AzzAs1noEcA

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AzzAs1noEcA




ANIMALS HUMANS

PLANTS

DISEASE



DISEASE



Between 1492 and 1650s 
(160 yrs) 90% of the 

America’s Native populations 
died from disease 



Typhus

Smallpox

Syphilis

Measles

Diphtheria

Chicken Pox

Influenza



SMALLPOXS MEASLES

SYPHILIS

DIPHTHERIA



DISEASE LEADS TO…

NATIVE FOOD PRODUCTION LOSS NATIVE POLITICAL TURMOIL

TRANSATLANTIC SLAVE-ECONOMY 



ANIMALS





ANIMALS LEAD TO…

CHANGING NATIVE CULTURES INCREASED WORK EFFICENCY 

EXPLOSION OF FOOD PRODUCTION



PLANTS







PLANTS LEAD TO…

CHANGING WORLD 
EATING HABITS

POPULATION EXPLOSIONS 
& MOVEMENTS





HUMANS



HUMANS LEAD TO…

CHANGING LAND USE 
& LABOR SYSTEMS

ETHNIC/RACIAL CHANGES AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE



MULATTO & CREOLE ETHNICITIES

FRENCH & SPANISH + NATIVE & AFRICAN MIX



MESTIZO ETHNICITY

SPANISH + NATIVE MIX






