


Hazda of Tanzania 



PREHISTORY
The time-period before written records 

(anything before circa 3,500 B.C.)



Paleolithic Mesolithic Neolithic

Until around 10,000 B.C. Around 10,000 B.C.

Hunting and Gathering Hunting, Gathering, and Fishing

Nomadic Nomadic

Cave Art

Venus Figurines

Domestication of Dogs

Canoes

c. 10,000 – 4,000 B.C.

Agriculture
Settled Communities

Domestication of Livestock
(cattle, sheep, goats, pigs)

νέος (neos) “new” + 
λίθος (lithos) “stone”

“New Stone Age”

Μέσος (mesos) “middle”
+ λίθος (lithos) “stone”

“Middle Stone Age”

Παλαιός (palaios) “old”
+ λίθος (lithos) “stone”

“Old Stone Age”





KEY PALEOLITHIC 
CHARACTERISTICS



▪ Life shaped by environmental changes
▪ Gender labor division but not strict

#





▪ Moved with animals 
▪ No permanent shelter 

#





ICE AGE
Spanned 110,000-12,000 years ago

Why did it happen?:
1. change in earths orbit

2. change in suns energy output
3. atmospheric changes

4. ocean current changes
5. volcanism (volcanic activity)





c. 15,000 yrs. ago
Humans 

migrated to 
western 

hemisphere via 
Bering Land Bridge



#
c. 20-50 member kinship groups - Leaders = strongest - Simplistic religious customs



➢

(buried dead, offered sacrifices)

➢

(nature is spiritual)

➢

(religious leaders speak 

to  spirits & heal)  

http://cv.uoc.es/~982_04_005_01_web/fitxer/venusE.html


http://www.iabrno.cz/agalerie/pavlov5.jpg


KEY NEOLITHIC 
CHARACTERISTICS



#
▪ Taming & changing nature for human benefit
▪ Collectivization of people 
▪ Control systems (governments)   













Otzi the Ice man 
c. 3,300s B.C.
Ötztal Alps Austria 



#
Agriculture → permanent housing → Villages → Towns → Cities 



)



)



)



#
food surplus → Job specialization → social classes → technology & hierarchy 



TECHNOLOGY
wheel, PLOW, 
POTTERY, 
METALLURGY 



Shrines – Ceremony –Priest Leaders
Astronomy –Polytheism 



Gobekli Tepe
Turkey, c. 10,000 B.C.



http://www.timesofisrael.com/eerie-neolithic-masks-to-make-israel-museum-debut/

http://www.timesofisrael.com/eerie-neolithic-masks-to-make-israel-museum-debut/


Mnajdra
Malta, c. 3,600 B.C.



Passage Tomb 
Ireland, c. 3,200 B.C.



Stonehenge
Ireland, c. 3,000 B.C.



Huge 
Changes



AGRICULTURE 



AGRICULTURE 




