
Classical Greece
FROM THE GOLDEN AGE TO ALEXANDER THE GREAT 



Golden age of Athens
480-404 b.c.



AFTER GRECO-PERSIA WARS THE DELIAN LEAGUE CAME TO BE ATHENS 
UNOFFICIAL “EMPIRE” WHICH IT USED TO EXPAND ITS NAVAL SUPREMACY



Pericles
r. 461-429 B.C.

DEVELOPMENTS IN PHILOSOPHY
SOCRATES & PLATO 

CHANGES IN DEMOCRACY
DIRECT DEMOCRACY & PAID ELECTED OFFICES

DEVELOPMENTS IN THE ARTS
THEATER, MUSIC, & SCULPTURES

MASSIVE BUILDING PROJECTS
WALLS, ACROPOLIS, & PARTHENON













PELOPONNESIAN WAR
431-404 b.c.





THUCYDIDES

➢ KNOWN AS FATHER OF 
“SCIENTIFIC HISTORY” 

➢ INFORMATION ON 
PELOPONNESIAN WAR

c. 460-395 B.C.



STRATEGIES FOR WINNING WAR

BUILD LARGER NAVY WITH LEAGUE MONEY
WAIT OUT IN THE CITY OF ATHENS
HIT-AND-RUN NAVY TACTICS
STALEMATE = VICTORY 

DESTROY THE ATHENIAN ARMIES
DESTROY ATHENIAN COUNTRYSIDE

CULTIVATE ALLIANCES



KEY EVENTS OF THE PELOPONNESIAN WAR

PLAGUE 
HITS ATHENS
430 – 426 B.C.

FAILED SICILIAN 
INVASION

415 – 413 B.C.

SPARTA-PERSIA 
ALLIANCE

412 B.C.

BATTLE OF
AEGOSPOTAMI

405 B.C.



Alexander the Great
431-404 b.c.



➢ 431-404 B.C. 
PELOPONNESIAN 
WAR WEAKENED 
GREEK CITY-STATES

➢ 378-362 B.C. 
THEBAN-SPARTA 
WAR FOR GREECE

➢ 359 B.C. PHILIP II 
BECOMES KING OF 
MACEDONIA



➢ 338 B.C. MACEDONIA DEFEATED 
THEBES & ATHENS AT THE BATTLE 
OF CHAERONEA 

➢ 337 B.C. HELLENIC LEAGUE IS 
FORMED IN CORINTH & PHILIP 
BECOMES HEGEMON PHILIP II



PHALANX FORMATION

SARISSA 20 ft.

CAVALRY
OXYBELES



THE CORINTH LEAGUE/HELLENIC LEAGUE 



“You are advised to submit 
without further delay, for if I 
bring my army into your land, I 
will destroy your farms, slay 

your people, and raze your city.”

“IF”



336 B.C. PHILIP ASSASSINATED & ALEXANDER COMES TO POWER

OLYMPIAS





GRANICUS
334 B.C.

ISSUS
333 B.C.

EGYPT
332 B.C.

GAUGAMELA
331 B.C.

IN ROUGHLY 10YRS ALEXANDER CONQUERED THE 200YR OLD PERSIAN EMPIRE



GORDIAN KNOT
333 B.C.

BUCEPHALUS
334 B.C.

ALEXANDRIA 
LIGHTHOUSE



DARIUS III DEAD
330 B.C.

HYDASPES
326 B.C. DEATH

323 B.C.

IN ROUGHLY 10YRS ALEXANDER CONQUERED THE 200YR OLD PERSIAN EMPIRE





AFTER ALEXANDER HIS EMPIRE FRACTURED INTO 4 COMPETING EMPIRES

CASSANDER

PTOLEMY

LYSIMACHUS

SELEUCUS



ALEXANDER’S EMPIRE LED TO THE SPREAD OF GREEK CULTURE


