


North South
• Large diverse 

population

• Free Labor

• More Urban

• Industrial 

• Extensive 

Infrastructure 

• Pro Fed. Gov.

• Little diverse 

population

• Slave Labor

• More Rural

• Agrarian 

• Limited 

Infrastructure

• States Rights
http://mrkash.com/activities/northsouth.html

http://mrkash.com/activities/northsouth.html


ABOLITIONISM (1830s)

William Lloyd 

Garrison 

Harriet 
Beecher

Stowe 
Angelia 

Grimke

David

Walker

Henry Highland

Garnett 

Sojourner 

Truth Fredrick 

Douglas

Theodore 

Weld 



Mexican-American

WAR
1846-

1848



“The United States will conquer 
Mexico, but it will be as the 
man who swallows the arsenic 
which will bring him down in 
turn. Mexico will poison us.“
—Ralph Waldo Emerson
Essayist, Poet, & Philosopher 



What Will Be The

FUTURE
Of Western Lands?

Slave or Free?



NEVER BECAME LAW! 

Caused a firestorm 

of debate between 

North & South

David 

Wilmot 
(D-PA)

Ban slavery from 
the lands taken 

from Mexico 
during the Mexican 

American War 

WILMOT PROVISO (1846)



Anti-slavery movement 
NOT ABOLITIONISTS!

FREE SOIL MOVEMENT (mid 1840s)

Slavery is a threat 

to Jeffersonian 

republicanism & 

agrarianism





ELECTION OF 1848





Lewis

Cass

Zachary 

Taylor

Martin
VanBuren



Zachary
TAYLOR

12th President

Millard 
Fillmore 

13th President



California   
Statehood

Nov 1849
FREE OR SLAVE?

FREE STATES in the Senate: 15

SLAVE STATES in the Senate: 15





“slavery follows the flag”
Slaves are property not persons

Proposed a duel presidency 

EXTEND the MO Compromise 

to the Pacific & divide CA

John C.

Calhoun
Dem Of  NC

James

Buchanan
Dem of  PA Squatter Sovereignty 

(popular sovereignty)
Let each state vote whether 

to have slavery or not
Lewis

Cass
Dem of  MI

Stephen 

Douglas
Dem of  IL

Restrict slavery to the 

South & new states made free

Salmon P.

Chase
Free Soil OH

William H.

Seward
Whig of  NY





Compromise of 1850



CA  free state

TX/NM Border Fix
TX $10mill debt relief

UT & NM 
popular sovereignty 

Slave sales 

banned in D.C.

Strict Fugitive 

Slave Laws



FUGITIVE 
SLAVE LAW
Reactions









Harriett 

Tubman 
c. 1822-1913

Underground Railroad 



Northern 
Personal 
Liberty Laws 

Laws passed to 

help black citizens 

& fugitive slaves.  

Guaranteed a trial 

by jury & forbid 

state authorities 

from cooperating 

in capturing 

fugitive slaves



 300,000 

first year

 2 million    

by 1862

Harriet Beecher 
Stowe UNCLE TOM’S 

CABIN 1852

Inspired Northern 

Resistance 

Moral 
argument

Literary 

& artistic

Outlawed 
in the 
South



Franklin

Pierce 

Winfield 

Scott



Ostend Manifesto 
1854Plan for U.S. to buy 

Cuba from Spain or War

Freesoilers, Northerners, & 

Abolitionists against plan

FEAR OF A 

SLAVEOCRACY



KANSAS NEBRASKA ACT 
(1854)



Stephen

Douglas D-IL



Stephen

Douglas D-IL

Has to be organized into 

states…. So, free or slave?  



2 Territories
Kansas & Nebraska 

Pop. Sovereignty 
Let people decide on 

the issue of slavery

In effect 

DESTROYS 
the Missouri 

Compromise 

of 1820



BLEEDING 

KANSAS
(1854-1861)





SUMNER-BROOKS INCIDENT (1855)



http://static.sewanee.edu/faculty/willis/Civil_War/documents/Crime.html

 Sumner anti-slavery speech & personally 

maligned S. Senator Andrew Butler

 Brooks defended relative by beating                 

Sumner with a cane in the Senate chamber 

Preston S.
Brooks

Charles
Sumner

Andrew
Butler

http://static.sewanee.edu/faculty/willis/Civil_War/documents/Crime.html


“But the Senator touches nothing which he does not disfigure --
with error, sometimes of principle, sometimes of fact. He shows an 
incapacity of accuracy, whether in stating the Constitution or in 
stating the law, whether in details of statistics or diversions of 
scholarship. He cannot ope[n] his mouth, but out there flies a 

blunder....The senator from South Carolina has read many books of 
chivalry, and believes himself a chivalrous knight with sentiments of 
honor and courage. Of course he has chosen a mistress to whom he 

has made his vows, and who, though ugly to others, is always lovely 
to him; though polluted in the sight of the world, is chaste in his 
sight -- I mean the harlot, slavery. For her his tongue is always 

profuse in words. Let her be impeached in character, or any 
proposition made to shut her out from the extension of her 

wantonness, and no extravagance of manner or hardihood of 
assertion is then too great for this senator.”

Excerpt from Sumner’s Speech



John

Brown

Pottawatomie Massacre

Sack of Lawrence

May 1856 – 5 pro-slavery men 

butchered by JB & posse

May 1856 – pro-slavery 

forces attack Free-Soiler city



REPUBLICAN PARTY BIRTHED 
Anti-KS-NE Act: Solely FREE SOILER 

anti-slavery Northern party

WHIG PARTY COLLAPSES due to 

sectional differenced over slavery

DEMOCRAT PARTY SECTIONALIZES  
Became solely a Southern pro-slavery party 



John C.
Frémont

Millard
Fillmore 

James 
Buchanan



DRED SCOTT CASE (1856)



1. African Americans are not citizens

2. Slaves are property & therefore have 

NO rights as persons

3. The Missouri Compromise was 

unconstitutional (slavery left to states)

Roger B.

Taney
Chief  Justice 

Sued his master 

to gain freedom 

after having lived 

in free states 

for many 

years
Dred
Scott



LINCOLN-DOUGLAS DEBATES (1858)



7 Debates

Illinois 

Senate Race

Issues of Slavery, 

Dred Scott & Pop. 

Sovereignty 



Slavery is 

backward but 

not immoral

Popular 

sovereignty 

Can still  

decide 

slavery 

or not  

Slavery is 

immoral & 

undemocratic

legislation 

needs to               

stop 

the spread 

of slavery



Douglas: won 

reelection

Lincoln: gained 

notoriety for his 

stance on slavery & 

skills at speaking



JOHN BROWNS

RAID
(1859)



John Brown & 21 men attacked 

the federal arsenal in 

Harper’s Ferry, VA to obtain 

guns for a slave rebellion

Robert E.

LEE









John Brown was executed 

Dec. 2, 1859 (hanging) 

I John Brown am now 
quite certain that the crimes of 
this guilty land will never be 

purged away, but with Blood. I 
had as I now think vainly flattered 

myself that without very 
much bloodshed it might be done.
Last letter written the day he was hung



Loved & Revered 

by the North

Seen as martyr  

Hated & Feared 

by the South



ELECTION OF

1860



Abraham Lincoln (R-IL)

Prohibit slavery in territories, contain 

slavery to where it exists

John Bell (C-TN)

Avoid the issue of slavery & focus 

on keeping the nation united

Stephen Douglas (D-IL)

Let slavery be decided by 

popular sovereignty 

John Breckinridge (D-KY)

Slavery to be protected

& can & should expand











Lincoln

Breckinridge

Bell

Douglas



WHOOP-EE
President,

ABRAHAM LINCOLN
Vice President,

HANNIBAL HAMLIN
THE MILLENIUM COME!

We have the glorious tidings to proclaim, that 
Lincoln and Hamlin are our next President and Vice 
President, by overwhelming majorities. They have 

carried every Free State this side of the Rocky 
Mountains, except, perhaps, New Jersey, where the 

vote is close. Douglas will probably carry "nary one!“

–The Kansas Chief–



The Presidential Election.

The returns received and published yesterday left 
little or no doubt of the election of Abraham Lincoln 
to the Presidency. Today we publish enough to make 
it certain. The event is the most deplorable one that 

has happened in the history of the country. The 
Union may be preserved in spite of it. We think it 

will; but we are prepared to expect trouble. We have 
already one sign from South Carolina, and this may 

be followed by others of more serious character.

–RICHMOND DISPATCH–



THE DISUNION OUTCRY

The election of Abraham Lincoln to the Presidency is the 
first triumph of a great political revolution. It does not 
mean evil to any section of the country. It is not only 
regular and lawful, but is necessary to restore the old 
spirit and policy of the country, and give peace to the 

land. It comes hard for those Southern extremists to be 
driven from power without any hope of returning to it; 

but they will submit to necessity and become less 
dangerous, for the sentiment of the Southern people will 

constrain them to good behavior. Mr. Lincoln will be 
inaugurated peacefully, and we believe confidently that 

his administration will reproduce the era of good feeling.

–The Daily Spy, Mass.–



THE CRISIS
The election of Abraham Lincoln to the chief magistracy of the 
country by the hordes of fanatics and negrophilists who have 

been flocking to his standards since the opening of the 
Presidential canvass has awakened throughout the 

South a spirit of stubborn resistance which it will be 
found is impossible to quell. . . .

The crisis now impending upon the whole country is a necessary 
consequence of the abnormal condition into which our dearest 

and most sacred institutions have been plunged by the success of 
our avowedly unrelenting enemies. . . .

The unmistakable fact stares us in the face that we are now in a 
state of danger unparalleled in the annals of our history. . . . Of 

one thing, however, the whole South may rest assured -- that the 
sons of Louisiana will not remain indifferent spectators of the 

drama about to be enacted, and if the sword is to be drawn, they 
will be . . . found in the vanguard of the Southern phalanx. . . .

–The Courier, New Orleans–



THE DEED'S DONE -- DISUNION THE REMEDY
The outrages which abolition fanaticism has continued 

year by year to heap upon the South, have at length 
culminated in the election of Abraham Lincoln and 

Hannibal Hamlin, avowed abolitionists, to the presidency 
and vice presidency -- both bigoted, unscrupulous and 
cold-blooded enemies of the peace and equality of the 

slaveholding states, and one of the pair strongly marked 
with the blood of his negro ancestry. . . . In view of the 
formal declaration, through the ballot box, of a purpose 

by the northern states to wield the vast machinery of the 
federal Government as now constituted, for destroying 
the liberties of the slaveholding states, it becomes their 
duty to dissolve their connection with it and establish a 

separate and independent government of their own.

–The Semi-Weekly Miss. Jackson–


